23 SEP 2002
ASEM Qpeni ng
ASI A- EUROPE NEEDS BETTER FRAMEWORK TO BOOST TRADE LI NKAGES

By: M khail Raj Abdullah

COPENHAGEN, Sept 23 (Bernama) -- Danish Prinme Mnister Anders Fogh
Rasmussen opened the fourth Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM 4) here today by
calling on Asian and European | eaders to fornmulate a better framework to
i nprove mar ket access and i nvestnent conditions.

He al so urged his col | eagues, converged at the Bella Center, to strive
to undertake further bridge-building efforts which has becone nore cruci al
after the Sept 11 incident.

He said that a better framework to i nprove market access was necessary
for the attai nnent of a cl oser econonic partnership between Asia and
Eur ope, which in the process coul d enhance econonmic growh contributing to
the overall progress in the social sphere for its conbined popul ati on of
two billion.

Addr essi ng some 21 heads of state at the Bella Center, including Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, he said that progress in the
soci al aspects woul d hel p achi eve social cohesion which in "turn nmay help
counter sone of the root causes of intol erance and extrem sm"

ASEM an infornal process of dial ogue and cooperation, conprises 10
Asi an countries and 15 European Union (EU nenbers and the European
Commi ssi on.

Its inaugural summit was held in Bangkok in 1996, foll owed by a second
gathering in London in 1998 and the last in Seoul in 2000. Vietnam has
of fered to host the next summit in 2004.

Whi | e ASEM has denpnstrated its capability to a great extent as evident
by t he exchange programme invol ving some 5,000 students between both
continents on a Fell owship Progranme and the ASEM Trust Fund to finance
techni cal assi stance and advice on the restructuring of the financial
sector and on finding ways to address poverty, Rasnussen said: "W nust not
| et our inpressive track record slow our pace (and) nmuch work remains to be
done. ™

"W nust reject any attenpt by extrem st forces to divide the
i nternational community on the basis of race, ethnic background or
religious persuasion,” he added.

After the opening cerenony, |eaders proceeded for their first
cl osed-door political dialogue focusing on the international situation in
the aftermath of Sept 11 and new security issues.

Dr Mahathir is expected to push forward the need to identify the root
causes in discussions on conbating the nenace. He is al so scheduled to hold
bilateral nmeetings with French President Jacques Chirac, Italian Prine
M nister Silvio Berlusconio and EC Presi dent Romano Prodi .

Tonorrow, Dr Mahathir will co-chair the session on cultural and
educational issues: human resource devel opnent and educati onal exchange --
fostering nutual understandi ng, reducing poverty and increasing
enpl oyabi lity.

The sunmit ends tonorrow.
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