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Asi ans have the right to do things their way: Dr M

Ham sah Hamid

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said Asia and Mal aysi a have

the right to do things their own way as long as there is approval fromthe
majority of the people and the West should not try to inpose its policies

and i deol ogi es on them

He said Asia will follow what is good from Europe and the US but it mnust
have freedomto decide what it should enul ate

"Those who believe in freedom human rights and denocracy nust all ow us
to manage the bal ance between peace and prosperity that we have achi eved
on our own," he said when opening the 30th Annual WIIiansburg Conference
i n Kual a Lunmpur |ast night.

The conference, which ends on Saturday, is an annual high-level, private
sector gathering of Asian and American | eaders fromthe business sector
government, nedia and academ a. The last tine Ml aysia hosted the
conference was in 1987.

Addr essi ng deci si on-makers and policy-formulators from 15 countries, Dr
Mahat hir said being an Asian country, Ml aysia does not reject all Western
values but it should be allowed to retain Asian values which it feels are
better.

He said in Malaysia, the people freely support the Governnent's efforts
to seek peace and prosperity.

"Why shoul d there be objections by others who are not really affected by
our ways?" he asked.

In his keynote address thened "Ml aysia and Asia: Seeking a Bal ance
bet ween Peace and Prosperity”, Dr Mahathir said in the pursuit of
i deol ogi cal concepts, the original reasons and intentions are always
forgotten.

He observed that |iberal denocracy and human rights ideol ogi es which are
pronmoted by the West are now being forced upon society through deprivation
of the rights of nbst nenbers of the society, just |like what was done by
dictatorial governments to uphold Socialismand Comuni sm

"Be denocratic and uphold human rights or else you will |ose your
rights.

"I's it denocratic to go about pronoting denocracy this way?" he said,
adding that it would seem denocracy is nore inportant than human rights
and the well-being of the people.

He al so noted that aid by devel oped nations to the poor countries is no
| onger voluntary in nature as there are conditions tied to it.

He cited the changes in the US approach over assistance to needy
countries where the aid is now extended with conditions.

"America has becone ugly and Anerican enbassi es everywhere nust be built
behi nd high walls," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said it is undenocratic for the Western denocrats to
use force, including econonmc pressures, to gain acceptance of a system or
policy.

"But force is being used every tine to gain Asian conpliance.

"And many of the things that they have to accept are actually
detrimental to their interest,” he said, adding that due to this
experience, Asians are leery of the good intentions expressed by the Wst
over gl obalisation.

The Prime Mnister also said that it is a formof doubl e-standards when
Asi ans are not allowed to have their own organi sati on when others in



Europe and North Anerica have.

"It is shaneful that the countries of East Asia have to hide behind
ot her nanes, |ike Asean (the Association of South-East Asian Nations) plus
three in order for themto get together," he said.

As Asi ans are heterogeneous and deeply divided, he said there is no way
they can conspire to confront the West.

Furthernore, he said Asians know they need the rich countries like
Europe and Anerica in order to grow and prosper.

"Ml aysi a cannot understand the suspicions towards Asian countries," he
sai d.

He recal |l ed when Mal aysi a proposed a |ink-up between the Sout h- East
Asi an countries and the econonies of NorthEast Asia through the formation
of the East Asia Econom c Goup (EAEG sone 10 years ago, the countries in
east, north and south of Asia were told that they may not talk to each
ot her except in the presence of countries from outside the region

He said the proposed EAEG was not an economic comunity like the
Eur opean Economi ¢ Community, but nmerely a consultative forumto identify
and di scuss comon probl ens and fornul ate common st ands.

The EAEG was | ater called the East Asia Econom c Caucus (EAEC)

Dr Mahat hir enphasised that Ml aysia is not anti-Wst nor anti-Europeans
as the country has opened up to European investments since its
I ndependence.

Dr Mahathir al so spoke at | ength about Ml aysia's policies and
achi evenents in maintaining peace in the nmulti-racial country.

In formulating its national policy, he said Ml aysia picks and chooses
with pragmati sm

The country al so acquired crisis managenment skills when its progress
pl ans were derailed by crisis such as the attack on its currency (in 1997)
and the Septenber 11 events in the US

"Qur unorthodox way of dealing with the currency crisis is not unusua
for us," he said, referring to the Government's response to the crisis by
pegging the ringgit to the US dollar and inposing selective capita
controls, a nove which was agai nst neasures proposed by the Internationa
Monet ary Fund.

According to him Ml aysia's greatest achi evenent is the nanagenent of
race rel ations.

"Here, | would Iike to say that racial harnmony is achieved in Ml aysia
because of |slam and because the majority of the people here are Muslins,”
he said, adding that in Malaysia, the majority of the Malay Muslins try to
adhere to the true fundanmentals of 1slam

"Fundanmentalismis not about being extrene.

Mal aysi a al so believes in human rights for all and respects the right of
t he individual s.

However, he said it is wong for individuals and mnorities to exercise
their rights in a disruptive ways.

The conference, which is organi sed by the Asian Strategy and Leadership
Institute (Asli), will exam ne peace and stability in Asia, economc
prospects, the war on terrorismas well as the roles of Ml aysia and
Sout h- East Asia and the US in the region

The W Iianmsburg Conference, known for the prom nent participants and
of f-the-record di scussions, was first convened in WIliansburg, Virginia
in 1971 to enhance US-Asia relations.
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