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Associ ations nust work closely with Governnent

Li m Chee Vi
RECENT focus given to the discussion of separating the Youth and Sports
Mnistry into two mnistries has been overwhel m ng

To sone, |ike Larut Matang and Sel ama FA president Datuk Abdul |l ah H shan
Hashim tines have changed and a | ot of things need to be done to inprove
and el evate the standard of sports in the country. H shan felt the
responsibilities and area governing sports has grown bigger and in order
to pace the devel opnent, separating the duties and functions of the Sports
M nister fromthe Youth and Sports Mnistry would be tinely.

Nonet hel ess, there are those who reckon splitting the Sports and Youth
Mnistry into two separate mnistries won't be the best fornula in
managi ng sports in Mal aysia. Sport organisations |eaders |ike Datuk
Mokhzani Mahat hir believes it is a difficult thing as nost youth
programes involve sports, and the two functions are inter-related.

Sports governing in Ml aysia is never easy, and the sane goes to
handl i ng youth-rel ated i ssues. Thus, the w sdom behi nd conbi ni ng both
Yout h and Sports under one ministry nmust be truly understood before it is
justifiable to split them

The reality is, the two portfolios were always conplinentary to each
other. If the main concern behind the idea of splitting the Youth and
Sports Mnistry is to inprove the performance of sports or to inprove the
quality in governing sports, than the focus should be on how sports
organi sations can fulfil their respective commitnent in naking Ml aysia a
sporting giant.

Governi ng sports in Ml aysia was never easy, and effective nanagenent of
sport organisations is the vital piece of puzzle mssing from devel opi ng
sports in Malaysia. Sadly, while the Governnent is sincerely and seriously
pushi ng the agenda in inproving the performance of sports by allocating
mllions of Ringgit to facilitate training progranmes and sports
infrastructures, the initiatives are frequently frustrated by interna
politicking of sports organisations.

Devel opi ng sports in Malaysia is a collective responsibility between the
mnistry and sports bodies, and unless sports organisations are fully
committed to tackling problens like internal politicking, the performance
of sports in Malaysia will hardly inprove even with the setting up of one
or nore Sports Mnistries.

Youth, in the context of sports devel opnent, represents the significant
link to ensuring the continuity of excellence. As described by OCM
secretary Datuk Sieh Kok Chi, youth can't be separated from sports because
it is an inportant educational tool. This argunent represents the rea
substance of why there is a Youth and Sports Mnistry instead of a Youth
or a Sports Mnistry. Youth is synonynous to sports, and it would peculiar
if suddenly the two entities are split under the pretext of sports
devel opnent .

It is a comon principal in managenent that a centralised departnent
shoul d | ead the functionality and managenent of resources, and taking into
account the conplexity of the youth and sports sectors in Malaysia, it is
arguably best if the Mnistry remains as it is to ensure continuity of
yout h and sports devel opnent in Ml aysi a.

Mal aysia is right to place youth with sports devel opnent via various
training programes and foreign training stints. Wth all the resources,

i ncluding federal funding, in place, a sudden change in adm nistration



structure will definitely distract the inplenmentation of long-term
policies in youth and sports devel opnent.

The idea of establishing a joint sports nanagenent council between the
Youth and Sports Mnistry and the Education Mnistry, is nore pragnmatic
and a | ess conplicated approach conpared to separating the Youth and
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