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20 years later, Look East Policy cones under spotlight in Japan

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

NEARLY 20 years after the adoption of the Look East policy, Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad will address its rel evance and direction
when he speaks at two seminars in Japan.

He will also give his views on Islamand correct any m sconceptions that
may exi st in the Japanese conmunity when he speaks at the functions to be
attended by government officials, businessmen and academi cs.

Dr Mahathir, who left Kuala Lunmpur last night for a two-day official
visit on the invitation of the Japanese Governnent, is acconpani ed by
Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, and a del egati on of senior government
officials.

A tight schedule awaits Dr Mahathir who will start his visit with an
audi ence with Enperor Akihito and Enpress M chiko at the Inperial Pal ace.
Dr Mahathir will deliver a keynote address at the 20th anniversary of

the Look East Policy sem nar.

In the afternoon, the Prime Mnister is expected to neet his Japanese
counterpart Junichiro Koizum at his office (Sori Kantei) before attendi ng
an official dinner hosted by Foreign Mnister Yoriko Kawaguchi at the
l'i kura governnent guest house.

"There is much anticipation for Dr Mahathir's views and aspirations on
how bot h Japan and Mal aysia can nove forward in the anbit of the Look East
policy ... to ascertain where we go from here.

"Undoubt edl y, both nations have gained fromthis policy, and the
Japanese are very serious about enhancing this understandi ng and co-
operation,"™ Ml aysi an Anrbassador to Japan Datuk Marzuki Mhamad Noor
sai d.

Speaki ng to Mal aysi an reporters, Marzuki said even the Inperial Palace
foll owed the devel opments in Ml aysia very closely.

Among the key personnel expected to sit as panellists at the sem nar are
Public Service Department director-general Tan Sri Jamal uddi n Damanhuri,
Institute of Strategic and International Studies chairman Tan Sri Noordin
Sopi e, senior governnent officials and corporate |eaders.

Tormorrow, the Prime Mnister is scheduled for a breakfast neeting with
Japanese corporate | eaders, followed by a two-hour working visit to the
Tokyo Di sney Sea thene park.

"Dr Mahathir will meet the presidents and chief executive officers from
| eadi ng Japanese multinationals |like Mtsui Corporation, Mtsubishi,

Mat sushita, Daihatsu and a few others during the breakfast.

"I't'll be a broad representation of the corporate sector, and the crux
of the neeting will be on ways to enhance the existing econom c co-
operation.™

At Disney Sea, near Tokyo Bay, Dr Mahathir is schedul ed for a backstage
briefing into the operations and technology in the thene park which is
listed as "first in the world".

The technol ogy applied in the animation and a host of other facilities
in Disney Sea, has great potential commercially and as a touri st
attraction.

In the afternoon, Dr Mahathir is expected to be at the United Nations
University to deliver his keynote address at the synposiumon "Islam
Fosteri ng Peace and Di al ogue in an | nterdependent Worl d".

It is organised by the UN University, Oganisation of |Islamc Conference
menber countries' anbassadors in Japan and the Diet comrttee (Conmittee



of Japanese Parliamentarians on Islan).

"Dr Mahathir's views are taken very seriously here and he is one of the
few | eaders who will deliver his keynote address and stay on to take
guestions fromthe floor.

"The organi sers are busy naking arrangenments for closed-circuit
tel evision coverage to acconmodate those on the waiting |ist as the hall
is already full,"” Marzuki added.

The Prime Mnister will continue on a two-day private visit to Sendai
bef ore returning home next Tuesday.

Al though the visit to Sendai is private, Dr Mahathir is expected to
"wor k" when he visits one of the largest dairy farnms | ocated there.
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