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RAFI DAH THROAS A CHALLENGE AT THE MEDI A

SI NGAPORE, Nov 28 (Bernama) -- Wanita Umo Ml aysia Chief Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Azi z | ast night chall enged the nedia to ask Singapore Prine
M ni ster Goh Chok Tong and his Ml aysi an counterpart Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad how t hey bal anced their time and energy between career and famly.

Speaki ng at the Wnen I nspire Awards 2002 and Charity Ball Dinner here,
the Mal aysian M nister of International Trade and Industry said regardl ess
of what the worman had achi eved in her own right, questions were stil
directed at successful wonen as to what they were doing outside the famly.

"It is as though there is sonething am ss. She is successful | wonder
what she is doing outside of the famly."

Rafi dah said women in particular were applied a different and clearly
discrimnatory criteria and yardstick to neasure their success.

"And yet, no one ever asks a man, whether a politician, an
entrepreneur, or a social worker, how he manages to bal ance his persona
interests with his role as husband and father or brother," said Rafidah.

At the same tine, Rafidah said, there was al ways the danger that
soci ety believed that role nodels were infallible al nost perfect, and
t herefore, could not make m st akes.

However, she stressed that with the dawning of the new nillennium the
nature of conpetition I eft no roomfor gender-sensitisation, "and surviva
is sinply of the fittest."

"New devel opnments dictate that wonmen nmust be prepared to acquire new
know edge and skills and to be benchmar ked agai nst the npbst stringent of
st andards, she sai d.

For exanple, in the area of trade and industry, regi onal and gl oba
devel opnent were opening up a range of opportunities, which with the right
strategies, could be optinmally exploited, and wonen entrepreneurs mnust
subscribe to whatever it took, to conpete successfully, she added.

"The world today can be said to revol ve around one word, namely
conmpetition. It is not only business, it is sinply that everyone,
everywhere, has to conpete with sonething."”

Raf i dah said that wonmen who pursued careers and interests, outside of
the fam |y and hone paraneters, nust prove to society that any worman coul d
be the best possible wife, nother and fam |y nmenber, while striving for
excel l ence in her personal pursuit of choice.

In fact, she said, a woman nust have the right priorities in life, just
as a man should so that personal success does not have to cone with a high
opportunity cost, and that such success can be a shared success, adding
value to the fanmly and society at |arge.

"Perhaps it is not that easy to be role nodels who inspire others,
because like the certification of an |1 SO (I nternational Organisation for
St andardi sati on) standard, there is always the need to consistently sustain
and mai ntain the high standards al ready achi eved, and nore inmportantly to
continue to i nprove," Rafidah stressed.

Last night, five of 15 finalists enmerged wi nners of the Whnen Inspire
Awar ds 2002 t hat recogni ses and honours inspiring contributions nmade by
worren in the Asia Pacific region.

The wi nners are: Suong Ngoc Tran of Vietnam (Business Category),
Preeyapun Sridhavat of Thailand (Arts), Leonarda N. Camacho of the
Phi |'i ppi nes (Comunity), Shanti Lasm ningsi h Poesposoetjl pto of |Indonesia
(I'nformation Technol ogy) and Se Ri Pak of South Korea (Sports).



A special award -Wnen | nspire Beacon of Light Award - was al so given
to internationally-renowned singer and conposer Anggun, for her
achi evenents as a role nodel for many young wonen in Asia. Based in Paris,
I ndonesi an- born Anggun, acconpani ed by her band, belted sone of her old and
| atest hits, for the audi ence | ast night.
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