10 SEP 2002

Mahat hir-Skills

SEEK KNOALEDGE TO BE ON PAR WTH NON-BUM S, DR MAHATHI R TELLS
BUM PUTERAS

BANG , Sept 10 (Bernama) -- The bum puteras nust be efficient and
willing to seek know edge and skills to close the gap between themand t he
non- bum put eras, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad sai d t oday.

"Qur problemis that not many bui nputeras are interested in nmastering
(certain) skills that will enable themto hel p develop their community to
be on par with the other races,” the prime mnister said when opening the
Mal aysi a- France Institute, here.

He said the bum putera conmmunity now was not inferior in any way and
that so long as they werewilling to |l earn something and do it repeatedly,
t hey coul d master those skills.

He said the governnent wanted to see the country devel oped and its
peopl e knowi ng how to use the devel opnent.

"Many bum puteras may not be able to enjoy a better life in a devel oped
country because they don't possess the know how.

"For this, the governnent is prepared to spend a | ot of nbney and have
training centres but training centres alone are not enough if thereis no
i nterest anong the bum puteras to enjoy the facilities provided by
devel oprent , " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that to close the gap between the bum puteras and the
non- bum put eras, the governnment had set up Mara whose function was to
devel op the bui nput eras.

He said that just after the country gai ned i ndependence, the government
had found the gap between the bum puteras and non-bumi puteras in terms of
skills and ability to be very glaring.

Thi s gap had caused the bum puteras to assune that certain tasks |like
t hose requiri ng nmechani cal or technical skills could only be perfornmed by
t he non-bumi puteras and that the bumni puteras were i ncapabl e of mastering
such skills, he said.

"This is a wong perception because anyone can becone efficient if he
is giventhe training and is required to sonething repeatedly,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir said that when the governnent saw this disparity anong the
races, it | ooked for ways to bal ance the situation by giving training and
ensuring that trainees performed a task repeatedly until they nastered the
skill.

He said that to acquire the know edge or skill, the country was
prepared to seek the assi stance of other countries as this was the only way
to ensure progress.
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