22 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r-wi ndi ng-up (Mal ays)
UWNO W LL NEVER BETRAY THE MALAYS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 22 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad t oday assured t he Mal ays t hat Umo woul d never negl ect or
betray themeven t hough t he gover nnent had adopt ed several new approaches,
seen as jeopardising their interest.

However, he said the Mal ays nmust |learn gradually to be self-reliant and
not to depend on the governnment for assistance to achi eve | evel of progress
at par with other races.

"W nust renenber that peopl e who depend on assi stance al ways wil |
beconme weak. Once we are used to go about on crutches, we will becone
hel pl ess wit hout them

"That is why we nmust gradually learn to walk with crutches," said Dr
Mahat hir, who i s al so Umo president, when wi ndi ng-up the debate on the
final day of the three-day Umo general assenbly at the Putra Wirld Trade
(PWIC) here.

He was referring to the government's decision to provide 10 per cent
guota to non-Bum puteras in Mara Juni or Sci ence Col |l eges (MRSM and t he
mat ri cul ati on progranme, both are exclusively for Bum putera students.

"This will be done without neglecting our children. Umo will never
betray the Mal ays," he said.

On the use of the neritocracy systemfor entry into institutions of
hi gher | earning (I PTA), Dr Mahathir said that this year 69 per cent of
t hose who gai ned pl aces were Mal ays but this did not nmean that they should
rest on their laurels.

They shoul d instead strive to increase the nunber of those qualified to
enter | PTA he said.

The nmeritocracy systemintroduced this year replaced the traditional
quot a systemwhi ch reserved 55 per cent of places in | PTAto Bumi putera
st udent s.

Dr Mahathir said that if the quota systemhad been continued, it would
mean t hat many Mal ay students woul d not get places in IPTAif the nunber of
t hose who scored excellent results was nore than t he pl aces under the 55
per cent quot a.

Dr Mahathir said the government always resorted to the "leap frog"
approach to speed up t he process of achi eving any target, as the conventi al
process took tine.

Mal aysi a had proven that it coul d succeed by adopting that approach,
said the Prime Mnister.

For instance, he said, the country was able to produce cars after just
a brief period of |earning, whereas Western cpountries took sone 100 years
to learn to nake cars before produci ng them

"That's why we nust have confidence in oursel ves. \Wen we have
probl ens, we can find solutions," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was al so free to voice its opinions at the
i nternational arena because of its police of not being tiedto anyone.

On the assenbly, Dr Mahathir noted that there were nore del egates and
supporters, young and ol d, present this tine although there were no party
el ections.

He said this could nean that nore Mal ays were beginning to realise the
i nportance of Umo's struggle and their desire to be with the party.

On his apology for failing to bring greater progress to the Ml ays, Dr
Mahathir said it was done sincerely.



"I hope no one will think that | was doing it to gain synpathy," he
sai d.

Conmenti ng on t he subjects rai sed during the debate on the notion of
religion and social, Dr Mahathir reiterated that the Hudud | aw desi gned by

PAS was a proof that the party had deviated fromthe true teachi ngs of
I sl am
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