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Paya | ndah Wetlands' rehabilitation conplete

Debor ah Loh

DEN&KI L, Fri. - The Paya Indah Wetlands today is a far cry fromthe
degraded state it was in when the first attenpts to salvage its natura
beauty were | aunched several years ago.

The park celebrates its first anniversary this Sunday, after opening up
to the public last Cctober 13.

The recovery fromexmning |and to eco-touri sm showpi ece has al so been
about nature's ability to heal herself, with a little bit of help from
nman.

The 3, 100-hectare park sits on State |land and was at one tinme atin
mning site before illegal clay mners dug up the area.

"The | and was barren, scarred and cl ayey," said Wetl ands chief executive
of ficer Miuralee Menon, recalling the state of the land in 1996 when
rehabilitation first started.

"It had suffered fromtin and clay mning, logging and fires. The | akes
were contam nated. But we saw the potential it had."

To rehabilitate the area, all sorts of expertise were required.

For nearly seven years until the Park opened |ast year, experts in soil,
hydr ol ogy, biology, wildlife, |andscaping and engi neering | aboured on the
l and, nudging it back to health.

Rehabilitation work, plus the fittings to turn it into an eco-tourism
park with facilities cost alnbst RWO million, Miral ee said.

The Park contains 14 | akes which collectively hold 43 mllion cubic
metres of water, roughly the amount of water in 17,000 A ynpic-size
SW nm ng pool s.

Today, Paya | ndah Wetl ands has many species of birds, including raptors,
that visitors can spot early in the norning or late in the afternoon

The park is also hone to animals from ot her |ands, such as four
hi ppopot ami from Bot swana and cranes from China.

Mur al ee expects the park to receive up to 120,000 visitors by year's
end.

The Park al so offers various famly and educational activities, such as
bati k painting, exhibits on wetlands, guided nature tours, boating,
cycling and horse-riding.

Electric trans sponsored by Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd, and luxury chalets wll
be | aunched this Sunday.

Wth the Park now established, Miralee is focused on inproving its
conpetitiveness as a player in the recreation services industry.

"W need to have nore products, |ike having better packages for
visitors, inproving merchandi sing, and perhaps even nore wildlife," he
sai d, adding that he hoped to create a safaristyle attraction

However, the i mediate challenges are to maintain the Park and to train
the 70 staff nenbers.

"I would nmake that a priority for our second year. W are in the service
i ndustry and shoul d never rest on current achi evenents.™

Mur al ee said the Park's success is also due to the strong support from
the private sector.

Vari ous conpani es had chipped in to initiate the rehabilitation work in
1996.

Now, besides the electric trams from TNB, Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd al so has
arole in the park by sponsoring the upkeep of the four hippopotam .

Mur al ee said he hoped the private sector would al so play a nore active



role in environnental education, not only through donations al one, but by
rai si ng awareness and increasing public participation, since Paya Indah is
a good place to instil environnental awareness.

"I hope the private sector will look at how their staff can participate
in raising public awareness, for exanple, by facilitating a school
programe. "

Work on the Wetl ands was first undertaken by the Ml aysian Wetl and
Foundati on, with support fromthen Finance Mnister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is the foundation's patron,
while Tan Sri Razali Ismail is chairnman.

Though Mural ee is now often the frontman for the Park, he still
renenbers the inspirational roles Dr Mahathir and Dai m played to get it
started.

"Today, Paya Indah is recognised as an environnental showcase and a
strong tourism product,” he said.
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