12/ 06/ 2002
PM descri bed as an inspirational |eader

Nur ai na Sanmad

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir has been described as a | eader who
i nspi res and whose nodel of gl obalisation represents the voice of al

| evel s of society.

I nternational Labour Organisation director-general Juan Somavia said Dr
Mahat hir, who addressed the 90th International Labour Conference in Geneva
yesterday, was truly a | eading voice of the South.

Somavi a, who introduced the Prime Mnister to the del egates before he
began hi s address, described himas | eader who inspires and whose bol d
i nnovations in Ml aysia's devel opnent were admrabl e.

"He has a reputation for speaking his mnd and chal |l engi ng norns. | have
seen himat the United Nations, Davos, Copenhagen and at internationa
forums. "

Conf erence president Jean-Jacques Elnmiger, who is Switzerland' s
Secretary of State said Dr Mahathir's speech was "a wonderful nessage of
hope and cour age".

In his closing remarks, El mger said: "You have shown extraordi nary
per suasi ve strength. There are nmuch wi sdomin your views on globalisation

"You have spoken on the need for respect at all levels, on the
i ndependence of individuals and nmaking social justice a reality for
everybody in the world."

Del egates to the conference include | abour mnisters and | eaders of
wor kers' and enpl oyers' organisations fromnost of the I1LOs 175 nenber
st ates.

Al so there were International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Azi z, Human Resource M ni ster Datuk Fong Chan Onn, Mal aysian
per manent representative to the UN (Geneva) Datuk Paduka Raj mah Hussei n,
UN speci al envoy Tan Sri Razali Ismail and Mal aysian Trade Uni on Congress
presi dent Datuk Zainal Ranpak who is ILO vice-president.
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