29 MAR 2002
Taj ol - Wat er
PERAK TO WAI T UNTIL 2005 BEFORE PRI VATI SI NG WATER SUPPLY

| POH, March 29 (Bernama) -- Perak will not be hasty in privatising its
wat er supply operations and will instead wait for the schedul ed
privatisation of the Perak Water Board (LAP) in 2005.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali said LAP w shed to
sagefuard the interest of consunmers and its enpl oyees.

The board will, therefore, be corporatised first. And when
privatisation takes place |ater, it should be done the sane way Tel ekom
Mal aysi a Ber had and Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad were privatised, said Tajol.

"To privatise LAP, a 17 percent increase in salary nust be considered.
Only if we can afford that will we corporatise the board, for privatisation
to take place later," he told reporters after attending the Politeknik
Ungku Orar convocati on here today.

Taj ol was asked to comment on Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s st at enent yesterday that water supply operations throughout the
country shoul d be privatised to enable the people to enjoy better quality
wat er .

Taj ol said 2005 was the appropriate year to privatise water supply in
the state as the R34 nillion damin Sungai Kinta, Hulu Kinta would be
conmpl eted in 2004.

Besi des, LAP's profits too were on the uptrend, rising fromRVb nillion
in 1999 to RMLO million in 2000 and RM20 million | ast year.

This year's profits are expected to touch RM30 million while the
projected figure for 2005 is RVWbO million, added Tajol.
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