31/ 12/ 2002
PMirked by incinerator protesters

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad today hit
out at residents who took turns to stage protests over the |ocation of an
i nci nerator.

Referring to the denonstration by residents of Broga, Senenyih, against
the I ocation of an incinerator there instead of in Puchong as proposed
earlier, he said nobody seened to agree to having an incinerator near
where he or she |ived

"All of themprotested. If we cannot dispose of rubbish, then we'll have
to | eave the rubbi sh generated by the people exactly where they are ... at
their door steps as there is no other place to dispose of the rubbish.

"The peopl e then cannot conplain that rubbish has not been coll ected,
because we have no place for garbage disposal ...we cannot incinerate,
(obvi ously) cannot keep ...we cannot do anything, so we'll just |eave them
(rubbish) there.™

Dr Mahathir nmade an unsolicited remark at a Press conference after
recording his New Year's nessage in his office today.

Resi dents in Broga had staged a protest to demand the Governnent not
rel ocate the proposed waste incinerator from Puchong to their area.

The protesters had forned the Construction of the Senenyi h-Broga
I nci nerator Action Goup, nodelled after a sinmlar group in Puchong that
succeeded in getting the Governnment to shift the site away fromtheir
ar ea.

Asserting that the incinerator would be nore of a hazard to residents,
the action group initiated a signature and postcard camnpai gn to protest
the RML.5 billion project.

Qpposition State Assenblynen in the area have al so enbarked on a sinilar
canpaign to capitalise on the residents' worries.

Prior to the proposed resiting to Senenyih, the incinerator was to be
built in Kanmpung Bohol, Puchong.

However, the Mnistry of Housing and Local CGovernnent gave in to
resi dents' objections and decided to nove the "high-tech" waste disposa
facility to an area near Kanpung Broga.

On anot her note, Dr Mahathir called on Mal aysians to be wary of certain
groups who were bent on
mani pul ati ng the Governnent's noble efforts and policies for their narrow
political benefits.

He said that this was prevalent in the issue of education, where a
certain Qpposition party was working overtine to discredit the Governnent
for stopping the funding of the haphazardly-run People's Religious
School s.

"We are actually trying to prevent them (certain quarters who had
hi j acked the religious schools) fromruining the future of our children
These school s teach things which were actually against the true teachings
of Islam...and we don't see any reason why we should fund them when al
they do is to teach the young to be ungrateful,” Dr Mahathir reiterated.

On racial unity in Malaysia, Dr Mahathir said the atnosphere in which
all the races cane out together to celebrate the festive season was
testinmony to the unity enjoyed by Ml aysi ans.

"We can see this especially in the (national) celebrations for Hari Raya
Aidilfitri in Jitra and (Christnmas) in Ml acca. Sonme 200, 000 peopl e cane
toget her in peace and harnmony, there was no aggression ...that is a



testinmony by itself,"” he said.

To anot her question, if Barisan Nasional conponent party |eaders should
followin his footsteps by vacating their positions for second echel on
| eaders in their party, Dr Mahathir said: "That's up to them [|'m not
forcing everyone to follow what | do."
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