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Mahat hi r - Audi t or s
AUDI TORS MUST PRI ORI TI SE | NTEGRI TY | N THEI R WORK, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 7 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today that auditors nust prioritise integrity and not be influenced by
certain sentinments when di scharging their duties.

They shoul d not allow thenselves to be used by sone parties, including
the nedia, to substantiate any suspicion solely to inplicate a person, the
prime mnister said.

"In fact, auditors should not be swayed by public sentinment or by the
party being audited, including the government departnents," he told a nedia
conference after opening the Commonweal t h Auditors-General's Conference,
her e.

He said there were not many cases involving offences by auditors
reported i n government departnents in the country.

Most of the cases involved procedural offences which could be handl ed
in various ways |like sidelining the officer concerned and
i nter-departnental fines.

He said that there were not many police reports of such cases and the
audit reports of governnent departnments in Mal aysia were good conpared with
t hose of some countri es.

"There is nothing major, nothing serious |ike pocketing noney. W take
corrective action," he said.

Earlier, in his speech, the prinme minister urged the auditors-genera
to take cogni sance of what independence was all about in relation to
professionalismin public-sector auditing and reporting.

"An audi tor-general very often, in the course of discharging his
duties, becomes privy to highly confidential matters or even secrets
pertai ning to national defence or national econony.

"Reporting for the sake of public excitenment and sensati onali sing
certain issues should be avoi ded. The auditor-general should exercise
prof esi onal judgment to wei gh the pros and cons of disclosing such matters
to the public, as the repercussions may be far-reaching and detrinmental to
the long-terminterest of the nation as a whole," he said.

About 100 auditors from 37 Commonweal th countries are taking part in
the three-day conference thened "Re-Engi neering Auditing in the Public
Sector".

The triennial conference is ained at enhanci ng cooperati on anong the
audi tors-general of the Commonweal th countries to devel op know edge and
professionalismin the field of auditing, accounting and internationa
fi nance.

It is also ained at enhancing informati on and exchangi ng experi ence
anong the auditors-general and senior officers of universal audit
institutions in the | atest auditing nmethodol ogy.
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