24 SEP 2002
Court - Anwar
ANWAR S SU T ADJOURNED AS COUNSEL OUT OF TOMN

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 24 (Bernama) -- The hearing of Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim s "black eye" suit against the Home M nister and two ot hers was
post poned today because Anwar's counsel Karpal Singh is out of town.

Hi gh Court Judge Justice James Foong all owed t he adjournnent in
chanbers and fixed March 18 next year for case managenent.

The case was fixed for a three-day hearing begi nning today.

Counsel Gobind Singh Deo, who appeared for Karpal Singh, said Anwar, a
former deputy prine minister, would also be filing an application to
det ermi ne whet her the Attorney-Ceneral's Chanbers shoul d be representing
t he def endants.

He said the application would be on the grounds that the
Attorney- CGeneral's Chanmbers prosecuted the second defendant in the suit,
former | nspector-General of Police, Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor, who pl eaded
guilty to the "black eye" incident.

He said the application would al so seek to strike out the defendants
def ence.

Rahi m was sentenced to two nonths' jail and fined RWM2, 000 by the Kual a
Lunpur Sessions Court on March 15, 2000 after he pleaded guilty to causing
hurt to Anwar in the lock-up at the federal police headquarters in Bukit
Aman here at 10.45pmon Sept 20, 1998.

Anwar filed a suit against Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who was the then Home M nister, Rahi mand the governnment on Jan 8,
1999, seeking exenpl ary and aggravat ed damages.

Anwar, 54, who clainmed he suffered trauma, humiliation, distress and
indignity during his detention, is also seeking other costs and reliefs
deened fit by the court.

In his statenent of claim Anwar said he was arrested in his residence
at about 10pmon Sept 20, 1998 and taken to Bukit Aman and placed in a
cell.

He clai med that between 1lpm and 11.30pm as he was bei ng bl i ndf ol ded
and handcuffed from behi nd, he was ordered to stand up and suddenly he felt
a hard punch on his left eye and forehead.

In their statement of defence, the defendants denied the clai mthat
Anwar was hit on the head and beaten severely until blood ran down fromhis
nose and nout h.

However, they admitted Rahi mhad sl apped Anwar's face but maintai ned
that Anwar's remark "this is the father of dogs" to Rahi mhad provoked the
forner | GP and pronpted himto act as he did.

Seni or Federal Counsel Datuk Mary Li m Thi am Suan appeared for the three
def endant s.
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