05/ 11/ 2002

Australian sunmt attenpt rebuffed

AUSTRALI A' S fast-track attenpt to raise its dialogue relations with Asean
to a summt |evel was rebuffed yesterday.

No consensus was reached on the matter at the Asean summit here, which
neans it was a non-starter.

The Asean-Australia sunmt is believed to have been proposed by
Si ngapore, which has just concluded a free-trade agreenent with Australi a.

A nunber of countries are opposed to the inclusion of Australia, and it
i s understood that Thailand is one of them

Sonme Asean nenbers are not happy as the proposal did not go through the
"normal " channel s, by-passing both the Asean senior officials and
m ni sters.

This comes at a tinme when Asean, which is facing increased challenges in
t he wake of gl obalisation, needs to focus on integration

The 10- menber grouping should also give priority to the devel opnent
needs of newer nenbers.

Even McKinsey & Conpany in its Asean Conpetitiveness Study has stressed
the need for the grouping to integrate and strengthen its interna
mechani snms to avoid losing out in an increasingly conpetitive world
envi ronnent .

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had stressed the need for integration in all
areas, especially in trade and investnent.

Regi onal co-operation is necessary to face chall enges, including the
threats posed by terrorism

Dr Mahathir had reiterated his stand on identifying the root causes of
terrorismand dealing with them

He al so touched on Asean+3 and how Mal aysi a had benefited fromits Look
East Poli cy.

The country is now | ooking to South Korea, which has been able to
overconme its econom c probl ens.
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