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AUTHOR SAYS MALAYSI A HAS NO GROUNDS TO BAN HI S BOOK

SI NGAPORE, Cct 21 (Bernamm)--Dr Rohan Gunaratna, author of "Inside Al-
Qaeda -- G obal Network of Terror™ who allegedly linked the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) to the Al -Qaeda network, says Ml aysia has no grounds to ban
hi s book.

"No where in nmy book have | |inked A -Qaeda to the Barisan Nasional .
believe that the Mal aysian politicians who called for a ban of nmy book have
therefore not read Inside Al -Qaeda-d obal Network of Terror

"As such | do not think that Malaysia will ever ban nmy book. There is
absol utely no grounds what sover for banning my book," he told Bernama in an
i ntervi ew here today.

Mal aysi an politicians, angered by his alleged Iinking of the BNto the
AL- Qaeda networ k, have demanded that his book be banned and that he be
questioned by the authorities in Mlaysia.

Interest in Dr Gunaratna's book in Ml aysia was sparked by a United
Nati ons (UN) Security Council docunent which contains a chart of alleged
Al - Qaeda activities in Southeast Asia, said to have been extracted fromhis
book.

According to newsreports, the chart showed Al -Qaeda |inks to, anobng
ot hers, Kunmpul an Mij ahi ddeen Mal aysia (KMV), Jenmaah |slaniah (JI), Abu
Sayyaf and Moro |slamic Liberation Front (MLF).

The chart, the newsreports said, also inplied that MLF maintained
i deol ogi cal and political links with BN and other parties and
or gani sati ons.

Dr Gunaratna expl ai ned that the only groups in Ml aysia that were
linked to the Al -Qaeda were the KMM and the JI. There were no ot her
political activities or extrem st groups that were linked to the Al -Qaeda,
he added.

"I can't understand why all the fires are com ng at ne. They
(Mal aysi ans) are first shooting at soneone and they are saying they have
shot the right man.

In fact, he said he had not even seen a copy of the UN report.

"I will give amllion dolars or a mllion pounds if anyone can find
the Iinks in nmy book," said Dr Gunaratna.

He al so showed proof that no where was there a chart in his book which
showed the BN s links to Al -Qaeda. According to newsreports, the chart from
the UN docurent was extracted fromhis book.

"There's no chart in my book. The Ml aysi an press has created this
confusion that there is a chart in nmy book."

Then it is the UN's chart?

"Absol utely", said Dr Gunaratna, who is a Visiting Senior Fellow of the
Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies at the Nanyang Technol ogy
Uni versity here.

Dr Gunaratna al so showed page 197 of his book, which cited the MLF
(and not the Al -Qaeda) as having links with several individual nenbers of
political parties in Ml aysia.

Quoting a paragraph in the page: Dr Gunaratna wites:"MLF nurtures and
mai ntains links with several individual nmenbers of political parties in
Mal aysia. Wth the exception of mlitary co-operation with JI and KwWM
MLF s links are ideological and political, e.g. with the Muvenent of the
Islamic Unity (APU): Islamc Youth Movenment of Malaysia (ABIM; Islanic
Front of Malaysia (IFM; Front Ml aysian Islanic Council (FM C): Kongress



I ndi an Muslim Mal aysia (KIMVM: Ml aysi an | sl am c Youth Myvenent (MYM,
Bari san Nasional (BN); and PAS (Parti |slam Se-Mal aysia)."

On whet her he shoul d apol ogi se to the Ml aysi an governnent, Dr
Gunar atna sai d he saw no reason why he should as he had not done anything
wong, repeating his earlier statenents to the press that he had not |inked
the BN to the Al -Qaeda network.

"I understand fromny Malay friends that it is a strong Malay cultura
practice in Ml aysia to apol ogi se to people when a m stake is nade.

"Therefore, | only hope that those politicians who have accused ne,
unknowi ngly based on the UN report w thout seeing ny book, will now at
| east acknow edge, if not apol ogi se for accusing ne of linking Al -Qaeda to
Bari san Nasi onal ."

Asked whether he wished to seek clarification fromthe UN on the issue
he said there was no reason to. "For the Malaysians, it is a matter with
the UN. For ne, it is a matter with the Ml aysi ans. "

Dr Gunaratna al so showed a draft copy of his letter to Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi dat ed today which he woul d send
it through the Mal aysian H gh Conm ssion here, together with a copy of his
book.

In his letter to Abdullah, Dr Gunaratna wote

"I refer to the remarks you have made to the press concerning the UN
report which alleged that BN has |inks with Al -Qaeda. This report is said
to have cited nmy book on these |inks.

Nowhere in ny book have | linked Al -Qaeda to the Barisan Nasional. |
cannot at this point of time comrent on the UN report as | have not seen a
copy of it. I attach a copy of ny book, Inside Al -Qaeda as a gift to you.

On page 197, | wote that "MLF nutures and maintains links with

several individuals and political parties in Ml aysia," and this includes
individuals fromthe BN. This is perfectly natural as the BN has al so been
i nvol ved in hel ping the Philippine Governnent and the Moros to arrive at a
| asting peace settlenent. Nowhere did | say, or infer, that the BNis in
any way connected to Al - Qaeda.

In fact, | have only great praise for the efforts of the Governnent of
Mal aysi a, especially the work of Dr Mahathir Bin Mhamad, in its frontline
role in fighting terrorism | hope this clarifies the issue. | |ook forward

to your response,” said Dr Gunaratna in the letter.

He al so urged those who have called for his arrest to attend his talk
on the terrorismthreat in South East Asia organi sed by Mal aysia's
Institute of Strategic and International Studies (1SIS) in Kuala Lunpur
next nont h.

Dr Gunaratna who has witten six books on armed conflicts, has been
called to address the United Nations, the US Congress, and had served as
princi pal investigator of the UN TerrorismPreventi on Branch.
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