01 COCT 2002
Mahat hi r - Resear ch
AVO D THE GREED OF DRUG COVPANI ES, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 1 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today that the avarice shown by the big drug conpani es nust be avoi ded so
that the whole world can benefit fromthe researches in the field of life
sci ences.

The prinme mnister said that those involved in research should not be
so profit-oriented to the extent that they forgot about their social
obl i gations.

Citing the exanple of the treatment of H V-Aids, Dr Mahathir said that
clinging rigidly to their proprietary rights, the drug conpanies refused to
| et others produce the drug unless huge royalties were paid.

Openi ng the Bi oMal aysia 2002 international synposium and exhi bition on
bi ot echnol ogy here, Dr Mahathir said that governnents of the poor countries
were thus forced to protect these rights, maintain the high prices and see
their own people suffer and die for |ack of treatnent.

"MIllions of sufferers will die as the drug conpani es nake billions for
their healthy owners and sharehol ders. Lives apparently are not so
important as intellectual property and the returns on investnents," he
sai d.

Admitting that such conpani es spent huge sunms of noney on research and
devel opnent, Dr Mahathir noted that not all that they discovered at great
expense was worth anything at all.

"Once in a while they would come across a fantastic cure. They woul d
try not only to recover the cost but to nake huge profits for thensel ves by
pricing their drugs beyond the reach of those nost in need of treatment,"”
he said in expressing his di sappoi ntnment over the nmatter.

The prime nminister said there nmust be nore transparency as to the cost
and recovery and answers to the question of how | ong should a copyright be
protected and the percentage of profit that should be considered legitimate
and nmorally right.

Turning to the huge outcry over genetically nodified agricultural food
products, he said GMfood held great pronise for the starving people in
this worl d.

Warni ng that GM products should not be tested on these hapl ess peopl e,
Dr Mahathir said that those involved nust expend a | ot of noney to verify
the harnful effects as quickly as science would all ow them

"It would be unfortunate indeed if mllions nmust die because the rich
have decided to reject Genetically Moddified food in favour of the nore
costly normal products," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so spoke on the need for the international comunity to
spell out the ethics of the |ife sciences and | ook into the setting up of
enf orcenment agenci es before bi otechnol ogy research went any further.

He said that already aninals were being cloned and sonme were trying to
cl one humans.

"It seens that we can now produce any nunber of Einsteins and al so
nunerous Hitlers. The ethical scientist may not want to do this but there
wi Il be crooked scientists working under crooked regi mes who may flood the
earth with uncontroll abl e nonsters,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was fine to produce specific organs for
transpl anting i n human bodi es but people should not try to play God and
think of populating this earth with creatures which nay destroy themin the
end.



Speaki ng at a nmedi a conference later, Dr Mahathir el aborated on the
need for those who produce GMfood to find out the short- or long-term
effects, if any.

"At the noment, there is a kind of hysteria directed at GV food of all
kinds. Is there a basis for it, we have to know. If there is no basis, the
GM food can solve a | ot of starvation problens,” he said.

He said a lot of GV food was being held up in Africa because of the
fear that it mght cause harmdespite the fact that mllions of people on
that continent were actual ly starving.
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