24 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r - Ranmadan
AVO D TROUBLE WHEN DELI VERI NG RELI G QUS TALK DURI NG RAMADAN

ALOR STAR, Cct 24 (Bernamm) -- The Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, today urged Muslinms not to abuse the religious talk or
tazkirah during the terawi h prayers in the nonth of Ramadan and di srupt the
concentration of the faithful

"I ask that there be no disruption of the terawi h prayers. Do not bring
into the tazkirah, topics alien to religion such as politics of hatred,” he
told reporters after attendi ng the Kubang Pasu Umo Divi si on conference at
the Holiday Villa here.

Earlier |aunching the Yadi m Gerak Mesra and Tazkirah programme here, Dr
Mahat hir said such activities of introducing feelings of hatred anpong
Musl inms whil e delivering the tazkirah occurred in certain places | ast year

Dr Mahathir said the government would nonitor the situation and if
there were people carrying out such activities this year, firmaction would
be taken.

The first day of Ramadan is expected to fall on Nov 6.

Replying to reporters' questions on reports that the MCA wanted Sci ence
and Mat henmatics to be taught in English outside of normal school hours, Dr
Mahat hir sai d the MCA proposal would be discussed at the Bari san Nasi ona
Supreme Council neeting.

"l cannot answer that question here. W have to wait for the MCAto
submt its proposal and then it will be discussed at the BN Suprene
Counci |l ," he said.

The Prime Mnister said that at the BN Suprenme Council mneeting on
Thursday, there were Chinese-based parties such as the Liberal Denocratic
Party (LDP) which had agreed to the inplenentation of English and in fact
there were Chi nese school s which were already teaching the two subjects in
Engli sh.

The news reports said Chinese based-parties in the BN had been given a
week from Thursday to conme up with proposals to i nplenent the teaching of
Sci ence and Mathematics in English fromnext year
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