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Pressure nmounts on aspirants as noni nation day draws nearer

ALOR STAR, Wed. - There has been nmuch unease anong Umo nmenbers who aspire
to become Barisan Nasional candidates as the nomi nation day for the
Pendang and Anak Bukit by-el ections draws nearer

Kedah Umo chief Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain is probably in denial
node but the truth is lobbying is intensive, especially in the Kual a Kedah
di vi si on whi ch he heads.

Specul ation in newspapers and websites has put nounting pressure on sone
hopeful s and their supporters, especially when new names have been added
to the list in the past few days.

There were those who trailed national party |eaders, who cane here to
survey the two constituencies, back to Kuala Lunmpur with the hope the
| eaders woul d pronote them

"Many things can happen fromnow until July 10," said one aspiring
candi dat e

Anot her Anak Bukit hopeful was reported to have rented several vehicles
for use by his supporters.

The aspirants and their supporters can hardly wait for Friday when Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad visits the State.

They believe the party president would either endorse the candi dates or
at least able to shed sone light after the briefing in Kuala Lunmpur today
by Syed Razak on the by-el ections.

Dr Mahathir is naking a half-day visit to his Kubang Pasu constituency
before | eavi ng for Bangkok

Several Umo | eaders said the BN candi dates shoul d be naned as early as
possible to give anple tine for party |eaders to pacify dissatisfied
supporters.

"The nanes shoul d be announced three or four days before the nom nation
day to avoi d squabbling anong di ssatisfied nenbers. W shoul d take note of
past experiences in Umo," Pendang by-election director and Sungai Tiang
Assenbl ynman Ml Rozai Shapi an said

Dat uk Abdul | ah Hasnan Kamaruddi n, who was defeated in Anak Bukit by the
| ate Pas president Datuk Fadzil Mhd Noor in the 1999 general election,
shared Md Rozai's view, but said the BN candi dates shoul d be announced one
or two days before the nom nati on day.

Kedah BN secretary Ahmad Lebai Sudin, who is Pokok Sena Ummo division
chief, said the Umo party machi nery was usually disrupted after the
candi dat es were announced.

However, he believed Umo nenbers will accept the candi dates chosen as
they were endorsed by the party | eadership.
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