11 DEC 2002

PM LEAVES FOR TWO- DAY VISIT TO JAPAN

SEPANG, Dec 11 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad left for a
two-day visit to Japan tonight in conjunction with the 20th anni versary of
Mal aysi a's "Look East Policy".

The Prime M nister, who was acconpani ed by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohanmed Ali, was seen off at the KL International Airport here by
Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, his wife Datin Seri
Endon Mahnood, Cabinet m nisters and Bari san Nasi onal supporters.

The Mal aysia Airlines aircraft carrying Dr Mahat hir and hi s ent ourage
departed at about 11.35pm

Apart fromhaving tal ks with his Japanese counterpart Junichiro
Koi zumi, Dr Mahathir will al so have an audi ence wi th Enperor Akihito and
nmeet Japanese busi nessnen and cor porate | eaders.

Anong the other highlights of the visit is the prine nminister's keynote
address at a senminar to commenorate the introduction of the Look East
Policy in the early 80's, which is organi sed by Japan's Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs and the N hon Kei zai Shi nbun.

Dr Mahathir will also deliver a keynote address at a synposiumentitled
"I'slam Fostering Peace and Di al ogue i n an | nt erdependent Worl d" at the
Uni ted Nations University.
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