14/ 10/ 2002
PM pl eased wi th Paya | ndah progress

Debor ah Loh; Shamni ni Dar shni

DENGKI L, Sun. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today toured t he Paya | ndah
Wet | ands on hor seback and sai d he was pl eased with the park's progress
since he launched it a year ago.

The Prine Mnister, who often rides at the park, said Paya | ndah t oday
was a pl ace where peopl e coul d enjoy the outdoors.

"I't's much better than when it started. Nowthere are a |l ot of trees and
it's neater,"” he said at a Press conference on the park.

"The | akes are | ooking fine and peopl e can paddl e around, except in the
t he ones where the hi ppos and crocodil es are, of course."

On Cct 13 |l ast year, Dr Mahathir decl ared the wetl and park open after
seven years of rehabilitation work to sal vage the 3, 100-hectare site from
the effects of mning and | oggi ng.

The park now boasts peaceful lotus-filled |akes, a variety of other
wet -1 and vegetation, and many species of birds.

Paya | ndah is the nearest eco-tourismattraction to the Kuala Lunpur
International Airport, Putrajaya and Cyberjaya.

Asked i f the Governnent had further plans for Paya | ndah, Dr Mahat hir
said it would be costly to inplenent them

"There are suggestions, but they are costly. Even if we get the
private sector in, it will cost thema lot," he said.

Dr Mahathir arrived at the park early this norning to | aunch t he Paya
I ndah CrossCountry Run in conjunctionwith the park's first anni versary.

He then went riding for over an hour before w tnessing the handi ng over
of electrical trams fromTenaga Nasi onal Bhd to Paya | ndah.

TNB has given five non-polluting "E-Trans' to ferry visitors around
the spraw ing parKk.

The trams were handed over by TNB chai rnman Dat uk Dr Jamal uddin Jarjis
to Paya I ndah Wetl ands chi ef executive officer Miral ee Menon.

Dr Mahathir later witnessed the rel ease of a pair of Manchurian, or Red
Crown cranes fromnorthern China, fromquarantine into the park.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronnent M nister Datuk Seri Law H eng Di ng
recei ved the cranes fromthe Chi nese Anbassador to Mal aysi a, Guan Deng
M ng.

The cranes are part of a governnent-to-government exchange i n which
Mal aysi a presented China with two tapirs.

Asked about plans for a new national zoo in the Dengkil-Sepang area, Dr
Mahat hir sai d the Governnent could not afford to have two zoos.

"W have asked Zoo Negara (i n Arpang) to nove here, but they don't want
to," he said.

"We woul d like to have a zoo here (in Dengkil) as there is enough | and
and the place is quite suitable.™

Meanwhi | e, Law said his ministry would | ook i nto a new nati onal zoo if
there is interest fromthe private sector.

“"If there are interested parties we will look intoit," he said.
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