24 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r - Change
DON' T BE SWAYED BY CALLS TO CHANGE GOVT, VARSI TY STUDENTS TOLD

JOHOR BAHARU, Aug 24 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad today
rem nded Mal aysi ans, especially studentsintertiarylearninginstitutions,
not to be carried away by calls to change the present governnent for a
better governnment to run the country.

The prinme mnister said they shoul d not be over confident that a change
of government woul d pave the way for a better adm nistration

"W have seen in other countries where governnents were toppl ed
supposedly to set up a better governnent," he said.

Eventual | y, the new governnent was found to be no any better than
expect ed, he sai d when addressi ng students and staff of Universiti
Teknol ogi Mal aysia (UTM in Skudai, near here.

In fact, it happened i n several countries the new governnent that cane
to power was nore tyrannical to the people than the all eged cruelty
perpetrated by the previ ous adni ni stration, he said.

Dr Mahat hir said again they changed t he governnent only to end up with
an even worse government.

He linked this to the fornmer colonial powers still keen on interfering
inthe domestic affairs of other countries on the excuse that other
countries were undenocratic, do not respect human rights, no press freedom
no freedomof speech and barred denonstrations.

"But actually, these are nmere excuses, if we were to be under them
t hey al so woul d not give freedomto us.

"We know i f they are under attack..they al so took actions ignoring the
| aw and the court, take actions to their whinms and fanci es agai nst peopl e
who t hey t hink was invol ved i n viol ence," he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d whatever they said were nmerely "shows" to justify
their actions to meddle in the affairs of other countries with the
intention of re-colonising the country.

Dr Mahathir said it was unfortunate that sonetimes Mal aysi ans t oo were
carried away by the argunents of foreigners to the extent that Ml aysi ans
tal ked and accused their own country of not respecting human rights and no
freedom of expression.

"We are al so carried away by the foreigners' opinion and we, directly
or indirectly, becone their tools...we try to toppl e our own gover nnent
supposedly to be replaced with a better governnent," he said.

Stressing that this reality was not a fairy tale, he said, col onisation
of the old fashion by using mlitary power to conquer other countries m ght
not happen again but a new formof col oni sation coul d take place through
econom ¢ col oni sation

"They can col oni se us nmerely by making us poor and this was tried by
themin 1997, through a very easy nethod, only by selling, selling and
selling our ringgit inlarge quantities till the value of our ringgit
dwi ndl ed, " he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d when Mal aysi a becane poor, they woul d of fer financi al
aid on condition it hands over the financial managenent to themand with
that, Mal aysia would | ose its i ndependence.

Dr Mahathir said a country whose econony was col oni sed had to depend on
t he col onial nasters who would try to dictate whomthey |ike to be the
country's | eader.

"They will deternine who will be the | eader in our country..we can see
in Palestine, they dislike Yasser Arafat and try to replace him in Iraq



they don't |ike SaddamHussein and are executing plans to topple him

"I's it not possible for themto try to change the | eadershi p of our
country?... At that time, we will not be free anynore, conquerred by a
forei gn power," he said.

Earlier, speaking at a national-level school student |eaders gathering
in Pasir Gudang, Dr Mahat hir al so spoke of colonisationinthe
gl obal i sati on era where big countries want all other countries to open
their markets and econony so that they could do what they |ike.

"They want to enter our country under the pretext of bringing in their
capi tal and technol ogy so that we will becone rich fromthe so-called
opportunities created by them

"But we have seen our easily they can threaten the freedom of our
country," he added.

At the UTMfunction, Dr Mahathir, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani
O hman and the university's Vice-Chancel | or Prof Datuk Dr Mohd Zul ki fli
Mohd CGhazal i joined nmore than 8,000 students and staff to sing patriotic
song "Kerananmu Mal aysi a" by wavi ng mi niature Jal ur Genil ang fl ags.

Dr Mahat hir and Abdul Ghani were given a rousing appl ause by the
audi ence when t hey shout ed Merdeka! Merdeka! several tines in conjunction
with the 45th Merdeka Day cel ebrati ons next Saturday.
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