29 JUL 2002
Renuner at i on- Cuepacs
SSMW LL MARK NEWERA I N ClI VIL SERVI CE, SAYS CUEPACS

PUTRAJAYA, July 29 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an Renunerati on Schene (SSM
will open anewerainthecivil service as its potential- and
ability-based salary increments will spur civil servants to work harder,
Cuepacs president Datuk N Siva Subramani amsai d t oday.

He said the SSMwoul d noti vat e gover nment enpl oyees to show their true
potential, especially inthe field of information technol ogy.

"This will result in a change of attitude; our workers will work hard
toinprove their productivity,” hetold ajoint news conference with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad after a neeting between the
governnent, Cuepacs and Public Service Departnent (PSD) here.

At the news conference, Dr Mahat hir announced that SSMwoul d repl ace
t he New Renunerati on Schene (SSB) on Nov 1. Many civil servants have voi ced
di ssatisfaction with the SSB since it was i ntroduced in 1992.

"Cuepacs is very satisfied as this is the result of five neetings we
had wi th the government and PSD, and this shows that the three parties have
excel | ent comuni cation and can sol ve what ever probl ens," he sai d.

Si va sai d Cuepacs, the unbrella body for civil service unions, was
confident that the esti mated 950, 000 gover nnent workers would viewthis
devel oprment as a chal | enge to boost productivity.

"I'f they do not inprove thensel ves, they have only thenselves to
bl ane, " he said.

He said SSM provi ded civil servants better opportunities for career
devel opnent .

"This creates a new situation where the sky is the linit and they can
do the best, and fromthere they can devel op thensel ves," he sai d.

Cuepacs secretary-general Abdul Rahman Manan said with SSM Cuepacs had
obt ai ned what civil servants wanted, except for two matters relating to
critical allowance.

He sai d that Cuepacs had appeal ed to the government to extend the
critical allowance, currently enjoyed by only nurses and doctors, to other
support staff |ike assistant nurses and heal th attendants and techni ci ans
of the Public Wrks Departnment (PWD) and Drai nage and Irrigati on Depart ment
(DID).

"W have appeal ed to the governnent and t hey have agreed to reviewthis
matter, but when they will get it we do not know," he said.

Cuepacs will hold briefings on SSMfor its affiliates and the Nati onal
Joint Council (NJC) early next nonth.

He said a special meeting of the Cuepacs Council woul d be held after
the briefing to endorse acceptance of the schene.

Meanwhi | e, Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Sansudi n Gsnman
sai d probl ems which had existed since 2000 inrelationto the
i mpl enentation of SSB had finally been resol ved.

Thi s devel opnent was wel | received by Cuepacs, he said.

He said the governnent had cone up with what was best for civil
servants so that they coul d dedi cate thensel ves to di schargi ng the duties
entrusted to them

"Wth SSM eval uati on of workers will no | onger be 100 per cent
dependent on t he apprai sal by Departnent Heads but will stress nore on
their (staff) ability.

"Thisisinlinewth our efforts to encourage governnent enpl oyees to
enbrace the K-econony so that they will continue to progress in the



future," he said.
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