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UNI TY VI TAL TO COUNTRY' S VEELL- BEI NG, SAYS KHALI L

PENDANG, July 11 (Bernama) -- Information Mnister Tan Sri Khali
Yaakob has rem nded t he people to preserve unity, hold fast to religion and
remain [oyal to the country to ensure the nation's strength.

He said this strength woul d enabl e the country to devel op wi t hout
havi ng to beg or borrow noney fromother countries.

"This is the power that all ows the government to devel op the country
usi ng our own noney. Only this will give true neaning to i ndependence,” he
said at a "kenduri" at the Kanpung Sungai Durian surau here today.

The gat hering, organi sed by the Kanmpung Sungai Durian Vi ewers,

Li steners and Readers G oup (K3P), was attended by Kedah | nfornmation
Departnent Director Azizan Din and about 100 vill agers.

At a press conference | ater, Khalil dism ssed opposition clains that
the transition of power in the government and Umo woul d af f ect support for
the Bari san Nasional (BN)

Support for the BN had remai ned strong because power transfer was a
normal process in the governnent and party, he said.

"This matter has been announced by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mbhamad. |t shoul d not be an i ssue," he said.

Dr Mahathir has said that he would give up his party and gover nment
posts in Cctober next year and has nanmed Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi
as his successor.

Khal il al so said the BN machi nery was all geared up for the Pendang
parliamentary and Anak Bukit state by-elections on July 18.

"W have been thorough in our preparation. W are confident of w nning
because the trend of people's support | ooks to be in our favour," he said.

He advi sed voters to ignore the opposition's plea for synpathy votes
and i nstead to pi ck candi dates who can bri ng devel opnent.

The by-el ections were caused by the death of PAS president Datuk Haji
Fadzi| Noor on June 23.
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