03 JUL 2002
Muhyi ddi n- Anbi ti on
UWMNO LEADERS SHOULD SET ASI DE PERSONAL AMBI Tl ONS, SAYS MUHYI DDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, July 3 (Bernama) -- Second echelon [ eaders in Umo shoul d
set asi de personal political ambitions inthe current transition period,
party vice-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin said today.

I nstead, they should aspire to further devel op the country and
consol i date Umo, the | ynchpi n of the governing Bari san Nasi onal (BN), he
sai d.

He said Umo nmenbers and | eaders should pay heed to Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s advice to preserve party unity and ensure
Umo was intact at all |evels.

Commenting on Dr Mahathir's assurance to support his successor, Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, after he steps down as Prine Mnister, Umo
presi dent and Bari san Nasional (BN) chairnman in Cctober next year,

Muhyi ddi n sai d the second echel on | eaders in Umo shoul d accept Dr
Mahat hi r' s advi ce.

Dr Mahathir returned today froma 10-day holiday in Italy.

Muhyi ddi n said Dr Mahathir, during the tel evi sed nedi a conference upon
his return fromvacation, nade it clear that he wanted to see the party
remai ned i ntact and there shoul d be no infighting or squabbling.

"He (Dr Mahathir) rmust be directing to the top echelon of Umo because
we believe this is where the strength lies,"” he said.

Asked about jostling for Umo deputy president's post once Abdul | ah
beconmes Umo president and Prine M nister, Mihyiddin, who is Donestic Trade
and Consuner Affairs Mnister, said he wel coned Dr Mahathir's advi ce that
t here shoul d be no power struggle during the transition period.

"As Umo nmenbers, we shoul d respect the wi shes of the party president
to place party interests above personal interests.

"It is a very inportant nessage to Umo nenbers because we want to see
the prevailing unity inthe party toremainintact sothat there will be no
crisis during the transition period and after that.

"What's inmportant is, we want to pursue Umo's agenda," he said.

"Hence, | believe Mal aysians will accept Dr Mahathir's intention with
an open heart. Umo menbers shoul d al so accept the president's advice and
cooperate to ensure the transition process proceeds snoot hly, " he sai d.

Anot her vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak sai d he was confi dent
t here woul d be no power struggl e anong party nenbers during the transition
peri od.

"CGod WIlling, there'll be no scranble for posts,” said Najib, who is
Def ence M ni ster.

He said Umo woul d energe stronger if party nenbers gave priority to
unity and nmade deci sions with wi sdom

Party nenmbers shoul d al ways renenber Dr Mahathir's advice to give
preference to party interests over all others, he added.

Anot her vice-president Tan Sri Mihamrad Mihammad Tai b said Umo nenbers
shoul d not reject | eaders and | eaders shoul d al so knowthe right timeto
bow out graciously as was done by Dr Mahathir.

He said instability woul d occur in the party if there was a power
struggl e which would al so affect the country and econony.

"Dr Mahathir's nmessage that there should be no scranble for power and
posts was an i nportant advice for Umo nenbers to uphol d," he added.
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