08 CCT 2002
Naj i b- Terrori st
UNFAI R TO LABEL M SI A A TERRORI ST HUB, SAYS NAJI B

KOTA KI NABALU, Cct 8 (Bernama) -- It is unfair for the internationa
medi a to | abel Mal aysia as aterrorist hub when terrorist activities also
occur in other countries, said Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Majib Tun Razak
t oday.

"It's unfair to | abel Malaysia as a terrorist hub because the detention
(of suspected terrorists) was carried out not only in Mal aysi a but al so
Singapore. |Is Singapore also being |abelled as a terrorist hub?" he said.

He said Mal aysi a coul d not have possibly known of the arrival of
suspected terrorists anmong the i nflux of foreign tourists and students
wi shing to pursue further studies in the country.

"I'f we had known before hand that they were terrorists and wanted by
the authorities, we woul d have taken firmaction," he told reporters after
a shop-to-shop canpai gning for the Gaya parlianentary by-el ection on
Sat ur day here

Naji b was asked to comment on a statement by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad who expr essed di sappoi nt nent yest erday over foreign
medi a reports of |ate over unsubstanti ated cl ai mof Ml aysia being a
terrorist hub.

Asked whet her the request by the U.S. authorities to Mal aysia to hand
over Ahmed | brahimBilal, 25, an American citizen, woul d adversely aff ect
Mal aysia's inage, Najib said no it would not.

"Many countries have terrorists. It's not fair for this country
(Mal aysia) to be labelled as a terrorist hub. Countries Iike the
Phi | i ppi nes and I ndonesi a al so have terrorists," he said.

Ahred | brahim a student at the International Islamc University (11U),
Gonbak near Kual a Lunmpur i s wanted by Washi ngton for all egedly bel onging to
a "suspected terrorist cell” inthe United States
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