30 DEC 2002
Mahat hi r - Si ngapore
S' PORE' S ACTI ONS JEOPARDI ZE BI LATERAL TIES WTH M SI A, SAYS PM

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 30 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamaed sai d t oday that Singapore's actions in dealingw th bilateral
i ssues wi th Mal aysi a have all al ong never hel ped in preserving rel ations
bet ween the republic and Kual a Lunpur.

"We' re saddened over how Si nagpore al ways act in a way that could
jeopardi ze the cl ose ties between Ml aysi a and Si ngapore,” he told
reporters after recording his New Year's nessage to be aired by RTM here.

Dr Mahathir said that at the tinme of Singapore's cessation from
Mal aysi a i n 1965, Singapore gave an undertaki ng that Malaysia's facilities
in Singapore woul d continue to remain in the republic in accordance with
t he agreenment previously entered intowith the British but they failedto
abide by it.

"For instance, they deliberately increased the rate for the | ease (of
I and) for the naval base in Wodl ands that we were forced to vacate and we
vacat ed wi t hout being paid even a sen. And we didn't make a fuss over the
matter," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the water supply issue al so caused probl ens in
bil ateral relations.

The Prine M nister said that Singapore had al ways been asking for the
vol unme of water supplied to the republic to be increased and Mal aysi a had
pronised to neet their request by taking into account the increasing
popul ation in the nei ghbouring country.

"But they objected to a review of the paynent even though it has been
agreed that after 25 years, we could negotiate the price of water. After 25
years, not on reaching 25 years," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Singapore however contended that it was nowtoo
late to negotiate the matter.

"And there are many ot her actions by Si ngapore which do not help in
preserving ties with Mal aysia, i ncludingdifferentiating between Mal aysi ans
in the peninsula and those from Sabah and Sarawak over the Central
Provi dent Fund pensions issue,"” he said.

In recent days, the two nei ghbours are enbroiled in a dispute over the
rightful ownership of Pulau Batu Puteh, a rocky outcrop | ocated 7.7
nautical mles off Johor.

According to news reports yesterday, Singapore is preparedtoratify
the special agreement with Mal aysia to pave the way for the dispute to be
brought before the International Court of Justice in The Hague.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to comment on the stance of the United
St at es which appeared to be reluctant to learn fromthe events of Sept 11
and declined to identify the root causes of terrorism

"W're very sad because nowthat the various parti es have expressed the
i mportance of the causes of terrorismto be tackled and elimnated, it
appears that the approach adopted is still in building up the nmlitary,
def ence," he said.

The United States, he said, also acted in attacking a country which so
far had not been known to be involved in the Sept 11 attacks on New York
and Washi ngt on, which clainmed 3,000 |ives.

"All thiswll only increase anger that will lead to nore acts of
terrorism" he said.
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