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SMART PARTNERSHI P | S BEST SOLUTI ON, SAYS UGANDA

By: Mohd Kanel O hnman

LANGKAW , July 31 (Bernama) -- Uganda, which has been politically
stable for the last 16 years after civil war had ravaged the country in the
1970s, believes that the smart partnership concept is still the best
solution to put its econony on a strong footing.

"Since we went on a smart partnership, our econony has been grow ng,"
sai d Ugandan Presi dent Yoweri Museveni in a recent intervieww th the Snart
Part ners Livi ng Dat abase of t he Conmobnweal t h Partnership for Technol ogy
Managenent (CPTM) .

The Livi ng Dat abase contai ns the comments of many key proponents of the
smart partnershi p novenent.

Museveni, who has been Uganda's president since 1996, said that it was
awn-winsituation in smart partnership.

"There are no | osers but all winners," said the 57-year-ol d Miseveni,
who pl ucked the i dea of smart partnership a fewyears ago fromhis South
African and Mal aysi an col | eagues.

Museveni, a one-tine freedomfighter who studi ed econonics and
political science, said, "W are already doing it (smart partnership) in
our econom c situation without changi ng the country's phil osophy for
practical reasons."

The Smart Partnership Dial ogue was initiated by Ml aysi an Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i n 1995.

Uganda, with an area of 241, 139 sq kmand a popul ati on of 23 mllion,
lies between the two arns of the Great Rift Valley in East Africa. It
borders Kenya to the east, Sudan to the north, Denocratic Republic of Congo
(DRC) to the west and Tanzani a and Rwanda to t he sout h.

Uganda, whi ch has a | ong and conpl ex political history, is a nenber of
t he Common Mar ket for Eastern and Sout hern African States (COVESA), a
groupi ng of 20 countries with a conbi ned market of over 300 million people.

As a trading bloc, COVESA i mports nore than US$17 billion and exports
over US$13 billion worth of goods each year.

Museveni is also of the opinion that smart partnership does not only
apply for econom c purposes but political as well.

"When Idi Amin's regime was ousted in 1979, there was another civil war
for another five years but eventually it ended i n 1986.

"W call ed back many of his (Idi Amin's) people and integrated them So
we were already doing a win-win situation then and al ong with ot her
(foreign) coll eagues we signed the i deol ogy and phil osophy of smart
partnership," sai d Miseveni .
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