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“Mal aysi a poi sed to have greater influence in US

Carol yn Hong

WASHI NGTON, Wed. - Two US Congressnen believe that Mal aysia is positioned
to have a greater and better influence in the United States as well as in
its own region because of its strong views on gl obal issues.

Denocrat Gregory Meeks from New York, co-chairman of the Ml aysi a-
America Friendship Caucus, said it was "Malaysia's tinme".

"Mal aysia is positioned to be a powerful force, not just in the US but
with other countries,” he said after a cl osed-door neeting of US
Congressnmen with Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw at
Capitol H Il yesterday.

The nmeeting had di scussed issues on terrorism Iraq and Mal aysia's
concern over the tendency anong some quarters to equate Islamw th
terrorism

Republ i can Peter Sessions from Dal |l as, Texas, who is the other co-
chairman of the caucus, said it was good that Ml aysia had kept up the
pressure to resol ve major global issues including terrorism Palestine and
I raqg.

"These are things that Ml aysi an | eaders have tal ked about and they keep
t hese issues on the front burner, that we nust work towards a solution,”
he said.

Saying that the US valued its friendship with Mal aysia, he said both
countries shared many simlar interests, especially in pronoting world
peace and the conduct of the international comunity.

The caucus, also known as the Ml aysi an Trade, Security and Economi c Co-
operation Caucus, was |aunched by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad i n May.

The | oose groupi ng conprising US Congressmen from both Houses, is ained
at dissem nating accurate information about Ml aysi a.

Bot h Congressnen al so wel comed the opportunity to nmeet what they
descri bed as the next generation of |eadership, as Abdullah is slated to
take over as Prine Mnister |ater next year.

Sessions said they found Mal aysi an | eaders to be open and willing to
di scuss i ssues.

"When Mal aysia, its Prime Mnister and Deputy Prime Mnister, talk to
us, they do not hide anything. They tell the truth and their perspective,
and we, too, have nothing to hide.

"We tell the truth fromour perspective. And that's what makes for a
good relationship. W are able to sit down and di scuss issues," Meeks
sai d.

On the delays in processing visas for Ml aysians, they prom sed to work
to ensure that Ml aysians were not treated unfairly.

They said the US had to protect its borders, and the del ays caused by
the tightened process was nore about erring on the side of caution, than
the shutting of American doors.

"We | ook at Malaysia as a friend of the American people, and Ml aysia is
fighting with us in the war against terrorism" said Meeks.

Sessions noted that the negative i mage caused by the visa del ays was of
concern to Anerican universities which rely on foreign students, and had
also hit the tourismsector.

Asked about their perception of Islamafter the nmeeting wth Abdul | ah
who had stressed that it was a religion of peace, Sessions said the US
does understand that terrorismwas not rooted in religion.



"Terrorist attacks were not done in the nanme of any religion, certainly
not any religion that honoured peace. Anerica understands that this was
about terrorismand perhaps foreign policy, and not about religion."

Meeks, who has a Muslimchief of staff in his office, said both Ml aysia
and the US had a diversity of religions and in both nations, the followers
of different religions are able to worship freely.
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