21 OCT 2002
Azi z- Tol er ance
AZl Z WARNS GROUPS AGAI NST ABUSI NG TOLERANCE

PORT DI CKSON, COct 21 (Bernama) -- Deputy Education M nister Datuk Abdu
Azi z Shansudin today rem nded certain parties not to take advantage of the
tol erance practised in this country and act outside of the established
framewor k.

He feared that if there was abuse of this spirit of tol erance the
country would stand to | ose greatly and there woul d be dire consequences.

"If the Mal ays, Chinese or Indians abuse tolerance they will face big
probl ens," he said when comrenting on the MCA Central Committee's decision
to reject English in the teaching of science and nmathematics in Chi nese
primary schools fromnext year

"W have been i ndependent for 45 years and the various races in
Mal aysi a have been enjoyi ng peace, prosperity and harnmony. However if we
try to act beyond the linmt, then we will face a serious problem" he said.

Earlier he opened the national |evel education carnival at Padang
Mer deka here.

He said the nove to switch to English in the teaching of science and
mat hematics was to ensure a better future for the young generati on of
Mal aysi ans.

"We are inplenmenting English because we are responsible. | will stick
to the view expressed by the Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad
that our children face a challenging future in this world and it is
i nportant that English be given priority," Aziz said.

He advi sed the parties and groups whi ch opposed the English proposal to
think rationally and not be governed by their enotions.

"Any person who is unable to overcone his enmotion will face probl ens.
We have not heard about the entire Chinese conmunity opposing the nove only
the views of sone of their |eaders.”

He said English would be inplemented in the teaching of science and
mat hematics in Standard One, Form One and Lower Si x.
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