24/ 12/ 2002

Backbenchers Cl ub protests Singapore's activities on island

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Backbenchers C ub has prepared a protest note to
t he Si ngapore H gh Comni ssion over Singapore's nove to start construction
work on Pulau Batu Putih, off Johor.

C ub chai rman Datuk Mohd Zin Mohanmad said today that the note was handed
over to Wsma Putra to be passed on to the conm ssion

"We strongly object to Singapore's nove to carry out construction work
as the di spute between Ml aysia and Si ngapore over Pulau Batu Putih has
yet to be settl ed.

"This could be ternmed as illegal. Singapore should understand that they
do not own the rights of Pulau Batu Putih and that they cannot do just as
t hey pl ease.™

He said that the action could jeopardise the relationship between both
countri es.

"It shows that they are blatantly disregarding the spirit of
nei ghbourl i ness anong Asean countries.

"They should stop such work as it is illegal and not under their
jurisdiction. W strongly protest their nove," he said at a Press
conference at the club's Hari Raya open house.

Yesterday, it was reported that Singapore was carrying out construction
work on Pulau Batu Putih to build a two-storey conplex and helicopter
| andi ng term nal .

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Razak said | ast week that Ml aysia
woul d bring the dispute to the International Court of Justice (1CJ) after
Si ngapore had set a date for both parties to sign a agreenment to enable
the 1CJ to look into it.

Pul au Batu Putih, a small rocky out-crop |located 15 nautical mles off
Pengerang, Johor, is clainmed by Singapore, which calls it Pedro Branca.

The decision to bring the dispute to the 1CJ was reached at a neeting
between Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his Singapore
counterpart Goh Chok Tong in Langkawi in Septenber |ast year

Si ngapore first showed its intention to stake a claimto the island in
1989 when it stopped Mal aysian fishernmen fromfishing near the island. The
speci al agreenment is the first step to begin the | egal process at the 1CJ,
which is the judicial armof the United Nations.

On the statenent by Ml aysi an Human Ri ghts Commi ssi on (Suhakam chairman
Tan Sri Abu Talib QG hman that Menbers of Parlianment had failed to debate
Suhakam s 2000/ 2001 reports tabled recently in Parlianent, Zin said:
"There is no truth in such clains as our records show that Suhakam i ssues
are frequently discussed in Parliament.

"They have been many resol uti ons which we have used to di scuss human
rights issues, especially involving the Internal Security Act, which we
feel is the best nmethod to fight terrorism™

Abu Talib had said the human rights issues in the report, if debated in
Parliament, would help to further create awareness of human rights in the
country.

Zin al so said that the Governnent had allocated RW9 nmillion for
renovations at Parlianment House, which started |ast nonth and woul d be
conpl eted in February 2004.

He said the [ast tine that Parlianment House underwent renovations was in
1985.

The renovations to the | obby and assenbly hall will increase the nunber



of seats for MPs from 212 to 237.
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