01 SEP 2002
Pol i ce- Ti oman
PULAU TI OMAN TO HAVE MARI NE POLI CE BASE TO CURB SMUGGLI NG

PULAU TI OVAN, Sept 1 (Bernama) -- A permanent marine police base will
be set up on the island sooninline with its declaration as a duty-free
i sland effective today.

Pahang Public Order and Traffic Police Chief, Supt Baharuddi n Sarbai ni
sai d the base ai ned to provide better supervisionin maintaining security
around the island to curb smuggling.

"Cenerally, we have identified the | ocation for the permanent base on
the island and tenporarily, a marine police boat woul d be depl oyed to
patrol the waters off the island," he told reporters after inspectingthe
wat ers around the island on a PZ10 patrol boat, here today.

Bahar uddi n sai d the permanent base would have a nmarine police jetty and
an of fi ce under the command and supervi si on of the Eastern Regi on Mari ne
Pol i ce based i n Kenanman, Terengganu.

"The base on the island is inmportant so that police can respond faster
with regard to snmuggling activities," he said.

Pul au Ti oman, with an area of 13, 360 hectares and | ocated 36 nauti cal
m | es fromTanjung Genok, Ronpin, was announced as a duty-free island by
Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad i n January.

The enforcement of Pulau Tioman as a duty-free island takes effect
today after five relevant acts nanely the Custons Act, Service Tax Act,
Sal es Tax Act, Excise Act and Free Zone Act were gazetted in Parlianment
recently.
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