04 AUG 2002

Sports-Cycling (ETOV
BATTLE OF ASI AN CHAMPI ONS | N EAGLE TOUR

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 4 (Bernamm) -- The Ganuda Eagl e Tour of Mal aysia
(ETOM 2002 is all set to be a stage for the "Battle of Asian Chanpi ons" as
126 riders converge in Langkawi for the race scheduled fromAug 14 to 18.

The creamof Asian cycling will pit their skills in the five-day
i naugural race, to be held under the patronage of Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and organi sed by C ear M ssion Sdn Bhd.

Top on the list is China' s Wang Guozhang, who won the gold nedal in the
Asi an Cycling Chanpi onships (ACC) in Bangkok three nonths ago. Guozhang, a
regul ar contender in the Le Tour de Langkawi (LTdL), wi |l spearhead China's
chal l enge in the race.

Iran's national chanpi on Ghader M zbani is also gunning for the overal
victory in the race after a commandi ng perfornmance with Team Tel ekom
Mal aysia in this year's LTdL, according to the organisers in a statenent
her e today.

M zbani, who was 32nd overall in the 2002 LTdL, is known for his
clinbing prowess and the Gunung Raya chall enge will provide himthe best
opportunity to win top honours in the race.

However, M zbani is expected to face a stiff challenge from countrynman
Ahad Kazem Sarai who won the silver nedal in this year's ACC. Ahad has
signed a contract to ride for Taiwan-based G ant Asia Racing Team a Trade
Three teamand Asia's only professional team

Ahad, who was al so a nenber of Team Tel ekom Mal aysia in this year's
LTdL, will be aimng for sone stage wins, including Stage One's tinme tria
race and the 830-nmetre clinb up Gunung Raya.

Mongol i an top cycling star Jansran U zii-Orskhikh, a rider with Dutch
amateur outfit Marco Polo Team will also be under the spotlight.

O skhi kh, the 15-tine Mongolian national chanpion, is also known for
his capabilities on the nountains and in time-trial races.

Tonton Susanto of Indonesia is also top on the favourites' |ist
followi ng his dom nation in the Asian category of this year's LTdL.

Tont on, who represented Team Tel ekom Mal aysi a, finished 15th overal
beating of f sonme of the notable European riders and won the Asian
i ndividual title for the second tine.

Meanwhi | e, Mal aysia will be banking their hopes on forner SEA Ganes
gold nmedal i st Tsen Seong Hoong and seasoned rider Nor Effandy Rosli in the
team and i ndi vi dual events.

Seong Hoong will wear the colours of Team KL, along with 1998
Conmmonweal th Ganmes silver nedallist Nor Effandy who will also be the teanis
mai n man for the race

Nati onal rider Shahrul neeza Razali, a fornmer SEA Ganes gold nedal li st,
is also in the running for the individual crown. Shahrul neeza is the main
rider for Selangor Sweet Nice Team a nixed teamwho will feature three
riders fromlndonesi a.

Mal aysia will al so be represented by two other teans -- Team NSC of the
Nati onal Sports Council and the national team

The Philippines will again be relying on their npbst experienced rider
Victor Espiritu, who was 61st overall in the general classification in LTdL
2002.

- - BERNAMA

HRS HK YBY






	BATTLE OF ASIAN CHAMPIONS IN EAGLE TOUR (Bernama 04/08/2002)

