01 APR 2002
Naj i b- Tanks
BATTLE TANKS W LL NOT DAMAGE ROADS, ASSURES NAJI B

KAJANG, April 1 (Bernamm) -- Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak t oday assured the public that the use of main battl e tanks woul d not
cause danmage to roads in the country.

He said the 45-tonne PT-91 main battle tank, Poland' s version of the
Russian T-72, woul d not danage the roads as it will transported ontrailers
for mobility.

"We have bought | ow |l oaders (trailers). Apart fromthat, the tanks
woul d be fitted with rubber tracks,"” he said after performng the
ground- br eaki ng cerenmony for the Def ence Sci ence and Technol ogy Reserach
Institute (1 PSTP) in Senmenyih near here.

The rubber tracks may be installed on the PT-91 tanks by |local firmns
whi ch had devel oped t he technol ogy. Such tracks have been used by the
arny's tracked vehicles |i ke the Scorpion |ight tanks and Storner arnmoured
personnel carriers.

In the past, plans to use heavy battle tanks cane under public
criticismas it was feared that | ocal roads and geol ogi cal structures may
not be able to withstand the tanks' massive wei ght.

Naji b said he expected Mal aysia to have a regi nent of PT-91 tanks, to
be purchased fromPol and as announced by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad during his recent visit to the country.

A tank regi ment has sone 50 battle tanks.

On the I PSTP, Najib hoped it woul d catal yse the | ocal defence
t echnol ogi es whi ch woul d i n turn enhance Mal aysi a' s rapi dl y devel opi ng
def ence i ndustri es.

The first phase of the | PSTP, devel oped at the cost of RM6 million, is
due for conpletion July next year.
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