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KUALA LUMPUR: The Ml aysian Arned Forces is well on its way to becomn ng
a force to be reckoned with in the region, thanks to an i nproved econony in
2002 whi ch saw acqui sition of state-of-the-art weaponry and equi prent.

The Arny can now boast of greater firepower, the Navy is getting
submarines and the Air Force will get nore and better aircraft.

Wth more funds to spend the governnent has revived its long term
mlitary rejuvenation plan, according to defence anal ysts.

Mal aysi a's nove to acquire the weaponry, however, raised questions
among the | egion of foreign anal ysts who were quick to accuse the country
of provoking an arns race in the region.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak disnissed the notion as
basel ess and said that the purchases were planned | ong before the crippling
econom ¢ downturn in 1997.

"The (arms) purchases are to upgrade and repl ace the arned forces
obsol et e equi pnent," he said recently.

He was al so quick to deny that Malaysia's military spending resulted
froma simlar nove by Singapore.

A local defence anal yst who declined to be identified said: "Wenever
Mal aysi a spends noney on defence, it will always be seen as an arms race
but when Si ngapore does the sane thing, everybody renains quiet."

Chi ef of Defence Forces Jen Tan Sri Zahidi Zainuddin said if
conpetition with neighbouring countries is the basis of weapons purchase,
then it will create a situation sinmilar to an arns race.

FOUR SUBMARI NES TO JO N RWN FLEET

The nost significant purchase was in June when the government signed
agreenments to purchase two new French-built Scorpene and two refurbished
Spani sh Agosta- 70 submarines to serve as training platforns.

The RMB. 4 billion deal with DCNl of France and Spani sh shi pbuil der |zar
for the medi um size submari nes ended the Royal Malaysian Navy's (RWN)
decade-1ong quest for an underwater capability.

The | ong overdue purchase made the RW the third in Southeast Asia to
have a submarine fleet after the Republic of Singapore Navy and the
I ndonesi an Navy.

Mal aysi a' s submari nes woul d be the nost nodern in the region as
Si ngapore's four Swedi sh-made Sjoornen class submarines are ol der as are
the German- made submari nes used by the I ndonesi ans.

The 70-netre-1ong Scor pene, nodelled after the highly successful French
nucl ear - power ed subnmarine, can carry an array of potent and effective
weaponry including torpedoes as well as anti-ship mssiles.

By the end of the year, 160-180 RWN personnel would be sent to France
for training before the nation receives its first submarines beginning in
2007.

BULK OF SPENDI NG GOES TO | MPROVI NG ARMY FI REPOVNER

The nbst expensive purchase was for the RW but the procurenent pattern
for the whol e year saw the Army getting the bulk of this year's defence
expendi ture.

As "the decider of any war", the Arny was somewhat |eft out during the
previ ous noderni sation programes in md 1990's with the focus on upgradi ng
the capabilites of the RMWN and Royal WMal aysian Air Force (RVAF).



The noderni sation plan for the army got underway | ate | ast year when
the Defence Mnistry acquired 22 G5 155mm nmedi um range howi tzers from Sout h
African arnms rmaker, Denel

The South African howitzers would certainly upgrade the arny's
artillery firepower which until nowrelied heavily on 12 FH 70 155nm
howi t zers and the nore than 200 105nm Pack Howit zers.

Eyebrows were raised in the region later in the year when Ml aysi a
deci ded to purchase the highly-strategic ASTROS Multipl e Launch Rocket
System (MLRS) fromBrazil for nore than RM700 milli on.

The hi ghl y-accurate M.RS which saw action in the Gulf War can deliver
various calibre rockets up to 90km

An editor with Jane's Defence Wekly, Christopher F. Foss, told Bernanma
during Defence Services Asia '02 (DSA '02) that the purchases gave the
Mal aysi an armed forces inproved capability.

ARMY FI REPONER TO BE CONSI DERABLY | NCREASED

"That (procurenment of G5 and ASTROS) has considerably increased the
range and firepower of Ml aysian arnmed forces," he said.

The arny's firepower is set to increase in the nonths ahead as the
Defence Mnistry is expected to give the go ahead for the purchase for an
unspeci fi ed nunber of French-nade CAESAR truck-nmounted 52-calibre 155mm
howi t zer s.

During DSA '02 in April, several nore deals were concluded for the
purchase of RML billion-worth of Jernas short-range air defence systemfrom
MBDA (UK) Ltd, shoul der-1launched Igla V-Shorads from Russia and nobile
bridge fromFrench and British conpani es.

Jernas, which are immune to all known el ectroni ¢ count er neasures as
claimed by its manufacturer, has an engagenent range of up to 9kmand the
capability to bring down cruise mssiles and smart anmunition.

The Mal aysi an Arnmed Forces had until now used a conbi nati on of
St ar bur st shoul der-1 aunched anti-aircraft missiles and the
recently-acquired Anza M2 from Paki stan as well as nunerous air defence
guns as its primary air defence system

"I'n nodern warfare, air defence capabilities are very inportant as they
provide an unbrella of protection to infantry troops and other | and assets
fromthe assault of eneny aircraft and helicopters,” said Najib.

POLI SH- MADE MAI N BATTLE TANKS TO BEEF UP ARWY

March this year saw another milestone for the Mal aysian arny as years
of eval uation on which Main Battle Tank (MBT) to choose, canme to an end
when Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamrad announced that the
country woul d buy the Polish PT-91 "Twardy".

The announcenent was made during Dr Mahathir's visit to the former
War saw Pact nenber country.

The tanks, manufactured by Bumar Labedy, is an upgraded version of the
Russi an T-70 and equi pped with third-generation electro-optical and fire
control systens fromFrance for a high-probability first strike hit.

Naji b said Mal aysia and Poland are still negotiating the nunber of MBTs
to acquire but he indicated that the country would probably settle for 48
PT-91s excl udi ng support vehicles in a deal worth US$300 mlli on.

Al R FORCE TO GET NEW MULTI - ROLE COVBAT Al RCRAFT

Wth the economy projected to grow next year, thus providing a
favourabl e climate for defence nodernisation, a decision on the type of
Mul ti Role Conmbat Aircraft (MRCA) to acquire is expected.

Wil e the Anerican FA-18/F Super Hornets are expected to nmake the
RMAF's final cut, the Russian Sukhoi SU-30MK is a cl ose contender.



In Septenber, a foreign wire report said the Pentagon had notified the
US Congress that Boeing, the maker of Super Hornet, night sell 18 of the
fighter jets to Malaysia in a deal valued at U$1.5 billion (RVb.7 billion).

Declining to confirm Najib said the government has not issued any

letter of intent for the Super Hornets.
In 1993 Ml aysi a acquired both the Russian M G 29N and US FA- 18D Hor net

for the RMAF and there is no reason why it would not choose a sinilar path
this time around. -- BERNAMVA
MH LDB RR
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