14/ 11/ 2002

Bel abouri ng a done deal

JUST what is Dong Jiao Zong now trying to do? O undo? Barely a fortnight
after parties in the Barisan Nasional canme together in exenplary fashion
to straighten out differences over the approach to the using of English in
t he teaching of Science and Mathematics, in comes that danper of a
pronouncenent fromthis group of Chinese educationists about the new
programe spelling "disaster” for Chinese schools in Ml aysia. Coning
right on the heels of its stern opposition to the Government's Vision
School project to encourage racial integration anong school children, the

| at est bodge speaks deci bel s of the group's nothing but parochial and
chauvi nistic oddity.

It nust have skipped the minds of those in Dong Jiao Zong, which
represents Chinese school conmttees' and teachers' associations, that the
Governnent had nade a decision on the matter; that this decision was
reached through a consensus of all BN parties; that the parties included
Chi nese-based parties that certainly represent the interests of nany nore
peopl e than Dong Jiao Zong; and that consensus requires a certain degree
of sacrifice and conprom se fromall sides.

The group may regard the right to speak up as one of the hall marks of
denocracy. But equally sacrosanct in a denocratic systemare the rights of
the majority. In this case, it was in true denocratic spirit that the
i ssue was adopted - even described as a win-win forrmula by the MCA and
CGerakan, both of which had initially expressed their own reservations
about the whol e idea.

It may also be true that by saying what they said, Dong Jiao Zong
menbers were nerely trying to be seen as fighting for the interests of the
community since nost of themare nenbers of the boards of managenent of
Chi nese school s which substantially rely on funds and grants from Chi nese
organi sations and individuals. It nmay also be a pro forma protest note
bef ore grudgi ng acqui escence. But it is wiser still to know when and where
t he buck stops. The debate on this needl essly fraught subject has ended.

If they insist on prolonging it, these people will have no choice but to
face the consequences. As Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
recently said, this is Mlaysia, not China.
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