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BI G WN SHOANS BN' S STRENGTH, SAY BN LEADERS

KANGAR, Jan 19 (Bernanm) -- Barisan Nasional (BN) |eaders have
expressed satisfaction with the party's resounding win in the Indera
Kayangan by-el ection, saying it is proof of the people's acceptance of the
BN | eader shi p.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said BN s ability to retain
the seat with a bigger majority showed that all menmbers of MCA and ot her BN
component parties could unite for the BN interest.

The victory proved that BN was really strong, he said.

"This shows that unity could overcone all chall enges, especially in
ensuring a BN victory in any election, and | hope this spirit will continue
to be with us," he said

Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassimsaid the win was a gift
fromthe people of Perlis to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

Shahi dan sai d he was happy that the people were not influenced by the
various allegations hurled agai nst himby the opposition.

"I will cherish this victory in nmenory of ny son who had passed away, "
he sai d.

Peopl e's Progressive Party (PPP) president Datuk M Kayveas said he was
not surprised by the increased majority because the feedback he received
during canpai gni ng showed that the people wanted the seat to remain in BN s
hands.

In the by-election, BN s Qui Ah Lan beat Keadilan's Khoo Yang Chong by
a 2,592-vote majority in a straight fight.

In the 1999 general election, BN s Datuk Khor Liang Tee beat Keadilan's
Ko Choo Liang by a 1,974-vote majority. Khor, who was Perlis MCA chief,

di ed of colon cancer on Dec 19 | ast year.

M C President Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu said BN s thunping victory
shoul d serve as a | esson to Keadilan which failed to drum up support by
resorting to dirty tactics as it did in the Lunas by-election on Nov 29,
2000.

"The people know the dirty tactics used by Keadilan in Lunas before, so
this time they did not support the party,” he told Bernama tonight.

The Wrks M nister said the victory showed the people's continued
support to the BN | eadership of the country led by Dr Mahathir.

He said the confortable win is also a gift to Deputy Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi who worked hard to ensure BN retai ned the
seat with a higher mgjority.

He al so said the 431 Indian voters in the constituency voted for BN

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Muhammad Muhanad Taib said BN s win with
i ncreased majority showed Keadilan's influence in the country was
dwi ndl i ng.

Initially, the party was very confident of westing the seat fromBN in
this by-election, said Muhanmad, who is al so Umo coordinator for the
by-el ecti on.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said BN s good showi ng in
the by-el ection proved that the people have started to reject the
opposition and instead rally behind the ruling coalition.

He said he was happy with the victory as it reflected the people's
preference to the BN s continued | eadership of the country.

In congratulating Qui, Khalil, who is Information Mnister, said he was
confident she woul d provi de excellent service to the constituents.



MCA deputy president Datuk LimAh Lek said the party was fortunate as
it had a well-oiled el ection machi nery conprising BN conponent parties
whi ch paved the way for BN s victory.

"This showed the people's support for the opposition was wani ng as they
do not have a vision to chanpion the people's cause,” he said.

MCA Yout h chief Datuk Ong Tee Keat said the big majority secured by CQui
was surprising as it proved that the integrated effort of the BN el ection
machi nery coul d produce encouragi ng results.

"The results clearly showed the actual desire of the people in Indera
Kayangan for a | eadership with vision for the people and reject the
opposition politics which only want to take advantage to confuse voters,"
he sai d.

Wanita MCA chief Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen said Qui's victory showed the
voters in Indera Kayangan had trust and confidence in the ability of wonen
in bearing the responsibility entrusted by the people.

"This showed the Wanita BN s exenpl ary | eadershi p has been wel |
accepted by the voters in I ndera Kayangan," she said.

Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk Hi shanmmuddi n Tun Hussein said BN s win with a
bi gger margin showed the coalition's formula was acceptable to the people.

He said the BN s decision to field a woman candi date from MCA was not a
probl em as the youth novenent supported the nmove by going down to the
ground to drum up support.

"The higher majority bears testinony to the people's rejection of the
opposition ploys," he said.

Puteri Umo pro tem head Azalina G hman Said said the victory showed
t he peopl e accepted the BN s agenda for peace and unity anong Ml aysia's
mul ti-racial society.

She said the opportunity to participate in the by-election canpai gning
provi ded an experience to the novenent to contribute effectively in future
el ections.

Rural Devel opment M nister Datuk Azm Khalid said BN s victory
reflected the Mal ays' growi ng trust and confidence in BN and Umo.

He said the victory gave the courage to Perlis BN to nake a cl ean sweep
of all the 15 seats in the State Legislative Assenbly in the 2004 genera
el ecti on.

At present, three seats in the 15-nenber state | egislature are held by
PAS.

Perlis MC chief S. Vengadasamny said he was satisfied with the Indians
support for BN which helped in securing a bigger nmajority.

Perlis Wanita Unmo chi ef Mastika Junai dah Hussin said the victory was a
meani ngful success to the wonen in the state.

- - BERNAMA

T™JIM TS



	BIG WIN SHOWS BN'S STRENGTH, SAY BN LEADERS (Bernama 19/01/2002)

