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PM S VISIT TO US TO ENHANCE BI LATERAL TRADE

KUALA LUMPUR, May 3 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s visit to the United States on May 13 is ai med at strengthening
bilateral trade and cooperati on between Ml aysia and the US.

Foreign M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar who said this today added
that the US admi ni strati on had shown t he sanme i nterest as Malaysiato
strengt hen cooperati on between the two countries, especially inthe econony
and trade.

He said that as a devel opi ng nati on whi ch played an active role in the
summits of the Islamic countries and non-aligned nations, Ml aysia could
contribute important input to US Presi dent George W Bush.

Dr Mahathir's discussion with the US president would al so focus on the
war agai nst terrori smand the Pal estinian issue, he told a news conference
after opening the "Spiritual Edifices of |slamExhibition" at the Islamc
Arts Miuseum here.

Besi des Bush, Dr Mahathir is al so schedul ed to neet US Secretary of
State Colin Powell, National Security Advi sor Condol eeza Ri ce and Asi an
Busi ness Council representatives during the two-day visit.

US anbassador to Mal aysia Marie T. Huhtal a said after the |l aunch that
the rel ati onshi p between Mal aysi a and the US was getting very cl ose and
very good.

"We particularly appreciate the strong cooperation onthe terrorism
issue, and ' msure that it would be the main topic they (Dr Mahathir and
Bush) will talk about," she said.

Earlier, in her speech, Huhtala said Dr Mahathir and Bush woul d be
bui I di ng on the strong foundati on of US-Mal aysian friendship during the
prime minister's visit to US.

"Mal aysiais a strong ally in the gl obal struggl e agai nst intol erance
and terrorism and ny governnent greatly appreciates the support,

"I hope all of you will enjoy this unique celebration of Islamc
architecture and use this opportunity to |l earn nore about Islamin the
United States, just as Americans today are | earning nore about |Islam" she
sai d.

Huht al a sai d US bookstores had found it hard to keep books about Islam
i ncl udi ng copi es of the Quran, in stock and anong t he nost popul ar new
subj ects at Anerica's universities nowwere Islamc Studies, Mddl e Eastern
St udi es and Arabi c.

"Islamis now America's fastest growing faith with nore than six
mllion adherents currently living inthe US and t housands of new bel i evers
coming to US every year.

"There are al ready over 1,200 nosques in Anerica, sone over 130 years
ol d, but nore than 60 per cent were built since 1980," she said.

The nont h-1ong exhi bition di splays 33 graphi cs of fanpus nopbsques
t hroughout the world produced by the | ate Wahbi Al-Hariri Rifai.

The col l ection, |oaned fromthe GDG Exhi bit Trust, Washi ngton DC, shows
vari ous geographi cal sites spanning 12 centuries and under various Islamc
dynasti es.
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