10/ 07/ 2002
Bill does |slam no honour

Abdul | ah Ahnad

FOALER S advi ce: Know before you start what it is you want to say. | knew
exactly what | wanted to wite for this colum: hudud a | a Pas, which was
rail roaded through the Terengganu State Assenbly on Monday.

It is aBill which netes flawed justice, and is a political ploy to
assist Pas retain the confidence of the Terengganu voters in 2003 or 2004.
You must have read our editorial yesterday: the Bill, like its

predecessor in Kelantan, is not notivated by justice. It is as clear as
t he Terengganu blue sky that it is driven by politics and is bound for
col d storage because it contravenes the Federal Constitution

One thing non-Mislins and enlightened Muslins should know - if they
still do not after being repeatedly warned by me - that Pas is al ways
consi stent and insistent when it conmes to its belief in the formation of a
theocratic Islamc state as preconceived by it. In its theocratic state,
the Syariah takes precedence over all man-made | aws, and nore. You mnust
submt yourself to Arab culture though Islamand Arabi sm are not
synonymnous.

Dat uk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang, the Menteri Besar and acting Pas president,
i s hudud personified. He demanded stoning (for adultery), lashing and jail
(for inbibing alcohol), anputation (for theft), crucifixion (for blaspheny
and apostasy) and harsh puni shnents for sodomy, incest, bisexuality,
honosexual ity and | esbianism The death penalty is mandatory for proven
adul terers and apost at es.

I have said several times before that Hadi is long-term st; he doesn't
change his religio-political commtnents according to the |atest change in
the public nood. Hudud is not |ike shoving a thernmoneter into Wan Mida's
throat, and if the tenperature has gone up, then change the policy.

If all this caused no apprehension nor led to any enotions and
condemati on anong m ddl e-cl ass and enli ghtened Ml aysians, | amafraid
Hadi, the clerics and the ultra-conservative Islamsts will conclude that
the majority of Ml aysians, sans Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and his Cabi net, are not unhappy w th hudud.

Say your piece now, or forever keep your peace.

Thirty-five years ago (and he did it nmany years before that in
Parliament), our founding father, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra, said in his
colum sonething to this effect: that stoning people to death for adultery
was "out of date" in the "atomi c and neutron age". Besides, he added,
there m ght not be enough stones available to cast at the sinners. |
rather agree with the dear old nman who left us sone 12 years ago.

It's absurd, in a nulti-racial, nmulti-religious and nulti-cultura
society - with 45 per cent of the popul ati on nade up of non-Miuslinms - to
even think about it, let alone enact |laws for stoning, anputation
| ashing, torture and sending a person to jail for a tipple.

| magi ne Muslimmen and wonen, their hands tied behind their backs, being
stoned to death as non-Mislimcrowds watch in horror. | believe only an
idiot will be caught having illicit sex in full view of four nodel-Mslim
wi t nesses, all of whom nust be nen!

Wul d, | ask, potential offenders be deterred by hudud? No. Saudi Arabia
and Pakistan are cases to be pointed out. | also beg: stand up, the person
who has led a blaneless |life to cast the first stone.

Granted, some may not touch liquor or ganble, but too nmany wonmani se and
are corrupt. Allah also abhors imorality, viciousness, unscrupul ousness,



defamati on and greed, but why is Pas so obsessed with wonen and drink?
VWhat about divorce which is so conmon? It is a sin to divorce a woman
today in order to take another tomobrrow. A good 60 per cent of marriages

i n Kel antan and Terengganu end in divorce, and why not a word about it?
This obsession with sex and drink - as if it is a matter of |life and death
- does little credit to Muslins. W are put up to contenpt and derision

Al religions rigorously forbid adultery, but it still happens and will
continue to occur for as long as there are nen and wonen who will risk al
for a few seconds, perhaps a few m nutes, of pleasure.

Pol ygany is permtted, but no one ever enphasises the restrictive rules
that make it inpossible to practise. Still, polygany is seen by sone
religious people as a protection fromthe evils of adultery and
prostitution that are allegedly encouraged by enforced nonogany. Have
adultery and prostitution di sappeared fromthe so-called Islamc States in
Sout h and West Asia? O course not.

In sone societies, even in contenporary Europe, due to the decline in
the influence of religion (and long before that), there exists an
"aristocratic code of honour" that permts adultery anong them and them
with others, and vice-versa.

Many Christians fail to live up to the noral teachings of Jesus; on nmany
points, they have inplicitly rejected him

Prince Charles and Canmi |l a Parker-Bow es are both regul ar churchgoers,
but they do what they want, first latently, and now openly. As did
Charles's great-uncle, the Duke of Wndsor and Ms Wallis Sinpson.

I was brought up in an enlightened but religious famly. By six, | knew
the prescribed five daily prayers and, by rote, was famliar with the
Quran and its related traditions. | fasted, performed the haj in 1971
toget her with Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, acconpani ed by the then Mufti of
Kel antan, the |ate Datuk Mbhamad Noor I|brahimor Tok Guru Haji Noor
Penanmbang.

I have a strong sense of belonging to the Umah. However, | disapprove
of hypocrisy. | have noticed that the viewof life reflected in a religion
is not necessarily typical of the people who, with part of their m nds,
believe in it.

I am not opposed to God's laws. But | strongly believe that Pas' hudud
is devoid of the very precepts of justice underlying the Syariah and
rational I|slanmc scholarship. History has shown us that it was the
suppression of rational scholarship that saw the | ong-term decline of
I sl am as a progressive and dynamic religion

Islamis not a "Nay-saying"” religion, as is perceived mstakenly by its
i gnorant followers, its detractors and enemes. It doesn't say that life
is all-suffering: nmake good life while on this earth, but prepare for
eternal life in the hereafter

Mal ay, Indonesian, |ndian, Pakistani and even enlightened Arab Mislins
are anmong the liveliest and nost cheerful people; some of the nost "Yea-
sayi ng" people on earth.

For sure, Allah has not chosen Terengganu or Kelantan as the focus of
H s purpose with manki nd. He has chosen The Holy Land to be the territory
of His people's religious fulfil ment.

Let us first do the practical things that |slam prescribes besides the
five pillars: working for a livelihood instead of beggi ng, (including
dependi ng on governnent handouts), caring for one's fam |y and dependants,
acqui ri ng know edge, accunul ating wealth and distributing themto the
deprived, and | eavi ng behind endowrents for schol arshi ps, building of
hospital s, schools, universities and nosques. Mike yourself strong so that
you can hel p the Ummah. These have to be perforned as tasks God has laid
bef ore us.



Must Muslins subscribe to hudud to be good Muslins? No. Mist they wear
Arab robes? No.

For ot her Mal aysians | have this advice: You must deci de now. support
whol e-heartedly the noderate Umo | eadership or prepare yourself to
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