26/ 08/ 2002
Bill on witness protection

Ham dah At an
KUALA KLAWANG, Sun. - The Government has agreed to enact a |law for the
protection of witnesses, especially those involved in high-profile cases.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Rais Yatimsaid
police had submitted a report on the matter to the departnent's |egal co-
ordi nation division

"The police, with the approval of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, have proposed that a Wtness Protection Bill be drafted,” he said
after a senanrobi k session with 400 Jel ebu district |eaders, governnent
officers and villagers today.

Rai s, who is also Jelebu MP, said the drafting process was conpl ex.

"W have to be very careful and neticulous to avoid overlapping with
existing laws. W& al so need to incorporate provisions into other laws to
make its enforcement neani ngful and effective.”

Rai s said the police had been asked to set up a division to nonitor
enf or cenent .

"I amworking closely with the conmttee. It is ny hope that this |aw
can protect those who are willing to testify as witnesses, especially in
i nportant and high-profile cases.”

Rais said with such laws in place, wtnesses need no | onger fear for
their safety, lives or damage to their properties.

He said such aws had | ong been enforced in countries |like Britain and
the United States.

On the detention of 19 Mal aysian tourists by |Indonesian policenen at
Lake Toba in Medan, Rais said the Indonesian Governnment had not nade any
official stand on the incident.

"I amsure the incident is not a retaliation against the caning of
I ndonesian illegal immgrants here.™

Rais said the incident was nore of an expression of "politica
sentinment” by quarters who were unhappy with the nove taken by the
Mal aysi an Gover nment against illegal imrgrants.

"Every country has its own |aws and regul ations. | am wonderi ng why sone
| eaders and parties in Indonesia still do not understand this."
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