06/ 11/ 2002

Bi o-diversity valley to be developed to pronote research in bio-technol ogy

A BIOD VERSITY valley will be established to enhance research works
especi ally in bio-technol ogy.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment Deputy M nister Datuk Zai nal Dahal an
said the facility would al so help protect research and studi es by
Mal aysi ans from being transferred to other countries.

Replying to points raised by MPs debating his mnistry's allocation for
next year, he said the project was necessary as Ml aysia, one of 12
countries rich in bio-diversity, did not possess the capability to fully
protect them

He said, however, the site for the valley, a project earmarked under the
Ei ght h Mal aysia Pl an, had not been deci ded yet.

Zainal said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad woul d chair
the conmttee set up to oversee the establishnent of the valley.

Dat uk Ruhani e Ahmad (BN-Parit Sul ong) had asked on neasures to be
carried out in harnessing and exploiting the bio-technol ogy field.

He expressed concern that if Ml aysians were not careful, they could
suffer a simlar fate as producers of the basmati faizah rice. Al though it
originated fromthe H nal ayas, the patent is held by a conpany based in
Arizona, the United States.

Earlier, Datuk Ahmad Husni Hanadzl ah (BN Tanmbun) spoke on the progranme
to bring back Ml aysi an-born scientists working overseas, saying the
Government nmust be clear in its objective.

He said their expertise should be utilised to pronote and devel op
sci ence and technol ogy.

Husni said Mal aysia should enul ate I ndia and China, which nmade rapid
progress in the fields of information technol ogy and bi o-technol ogy
respectively with the help of their overseas-based scientists.

"We nust be serious. ldentify and bring them back home. Provide them
with the funds and facilities.”

Madi us Tangau (BN Tuaran) wanted devel opers to give nore attention to
envi ronnent inmpact assessnent and not wait until devel opnent plans were
conpl et ed.
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