27/ 07/ 2002

Bl ood donors galore for “One Nation W Care' event

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The nmood was |ight as nmedical officers interacted
with patients who went to Menara ING to have needles stuck into them and
bl ood drawn out.

Menara | NG was one of the three centres here where bl ood donors gave the
gift of life, a drive held in conjunction with the "One Nation W Care"
event tonorrow.

The other two venues were at Menara Prudential and Menara G eat Eastern,
and at all three centres, nore than 235 people canme forward to donate at
the drive which was organi sed by the National Association of Ml aysian
Li fe I nsurance and Financial Advisers (Namifa).

At Menara ING LimA Leng, 29, said it was her fourteenth tinme
donati ng, sonething she had nmade it a point to do ever since her
uni versity days.

"The first time | did this | was scared, but now, it's nothing," the
mar keting officer said, though she looked a little pale.

The at nosphere at Menara G eat Eastern, however, was a little nore
sonbre. In the quiet environment, a woman's shriek was suddenly heard as a
nmedi cal officer injected a needle into her.

"I amvery, very scared of needles and very, very scared of pain -
especially pain inflicted by needles!" said OCon Poh Choo, 47, an insurance
agent .

However, this 13-tinme donor said donating bl ood was heal thy and she
tried to make it point to do it at |least twi ce a year.

UPM st udent Mohd Amin Zainal Abidin, 21, said he wanted to know what
donati ng bl ood woul d feel like, while carrying out a good cause.

"Maybe | will need soneone to do the sanme for ne one day,"” he said.

At Menara Prudential, 24-year-old Vitcent Mdses said he wanted to be
part of the noble cause as it was his chance to do sonething for society.

Al though it was the finance clerk's first tinme, he was not nervous, he
sai d.

The "One Nation We Care" event takes place at the Bukit Jalil National
St adi um t onor r ow bet ween 6pm and 10pm

It is a celebration to honour Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad for | eading Mal aysia to where she stands today.

The Prime Mnister will be acconpanied by his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mobhd Ali at the event, which is sponsored by Namifa, Ceneral
I nsurance Associ ation of Mal aysia and Life |Insurance Association of
Mal aysi a.

There will also be a blood donation drive at the stadi um between 10am
and 6pm

Programmes such as tattoo marches, a parade of Chinese drumers and
performances by | ocal artistes are on the agenda.

Araffle draw will also be held, where the three grand prizes are a
Prot on Perdana V6, a Nissan Sentra 1.5 and a Casa R a Condom ni um t oget her
worth nmore than RM350,000. Other prizes include electrical appliances.

To enter, all one has to do is purchase a ticket priced at RV on the
ni ght of the event.
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