01 JUL 2002
Syed Razak- Candi dat es
BN CANDI DATES MUST BE CHARI SMATI C

ALOR SETAR, July 1 (Bernama) -- The Barisan Nasional (BN) has nade
charismatic | eadership one of the main criteria for its candi dates for the
Anak Bukit and Pendang by-el ections on July 18.

BN candi dates shoul d al so be able to serve the people well and be
accepted by the public and voters, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed
Razak Syed Zain said today.

He said the state BN had drawn up a |ist of prospective candi dates for
subm ssion to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi .

"The nanes will be handed to Dr Mahat hir when he returns fromoverseas
soon and the candi dates will be announced after both | eaders have given
their agreenment,"” hetoldreporters after neeting political secretariesto
Menteri Besar here today.

Nom nation day for the by-elections is July 10.

The seats fell vacant follow ng the death of PAS presi dent Datuk Fadzi
Noor on June 23

Syed Razak, who is al so state BN chairman, said he was grateful that
there was no "crisis in picking candi dates" for the by-el ections.

Syed Razak said that in the | ast general election there were a few
cases of certain people in the party questioning BN s choi ce of candi dates,
an action which had underm ned the party.

There had al so been some | obbyi ng for certain people to be picked as
candi dat es, he sai d.

"Now t hey no | onger ask who the BN candidate is. They leave it to the
central and state | eadershi ps to deci de on the candi dates. This shows the
strength of BNin facing the by-elections this time around," he said.
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