19 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r - BN
BN COVPONENTS ADVI SED TO KEEP AWAY FROM ACTI VI TI ES THAT CAN HARM BN

SHAH ALAM May 19 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
advi sed t he Bari san Nasi onal (BN) conponent parties to distance t hensel ves
fromactions that can harmtheir parties and weaken the coalition

They shoul d continue to consolidate their positions and cooperate for
the good of the BN, the prine mnister and BN chai rman sai d.

"In the fight against the opposition, we can no |onger afford to be
def ensi ve and shoul d go on t he of fensive. The opposition parties have
committed errors and their errors shoul d be exposed at all tinmes so that
the people will know what they really are," he said.

He was speaki ng when opening the M C general assenbly at Bangunan
Sul t an Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah, here. The cerenpny was al so attended by
the majority of the BN conponent | eaders.

He said that attenpts by the opposition parties to copy the BN s
approach had clearly fail ed because imtation goods had no quality and
there was "no sincerity intheir evil pact."

Dr Mahathir said it was the responsiblity of the BN conponents to
settle their own internal probl ens but the national | eaders, upon realising
t hat t he weaknesses of each conponent coul d damage the BN, had to criticise
and advi se probl emparti es.

"Sonetines | give ny views and advi ce when solicited but whether or not
they are accepted is up to the parties concerned. This is our way in the BN
and it lends strength to our alliance," he said.

He said the internal problenms of BN conponents shoul d be settled
t hrough conpromi se by all levels as well the party | eadership.

"That's why the M Cis strong now and can concentrate fully on efforts
to devel op the Indians in the country and need not waste a | ot of tine
settling internal problens," he said.

He said this was the attitude needed anong t he BN conponents and al
i nternal problens, be they trivial or serious, should be settl ed am cably
and wi sely.

Dr Mahat hir said the i nternal problens of BN conmponent parties need not
be bl own up until they became known to the eneny and the tal k of the town
whi ch woul d gi ve a negative perception of the BN

"The situation is aggraveted when the feuding parties use the nedia to
bad nmouth each other until the party appears bad and rotten in the eyes of
the public,” he said.

Such a situation would surely affect the status, integrity and dignity
of the BN, he added

The prime minister also said that although the BN parties practised
denocracy, the propensity tojostle for high party posts would only ruin
the parties.

"It's worse if they jostle for high posts because of power, revenge,
hatred, nalice, obssession w th soneone, opportuni sm self-interest and
noney politics," he said.

He said this had happened to several BN components including Umo with
the | osers l eaving the party and setting up their own parties to run down
the original party and oppose the BN in every general election

"They're not fighting for the party or its objectives but for
self-interest,"” he said.

Anot her negati ve phenonenon anong BN conponents was party-hoppi ng which
not only tarnished the party but also the credibility and dignity of the



nmenber switching parties, Dr Mahathir said.

"So | call on all BN conponent party nenbers to distrance t hensel ves
fromactions that can danmage their own parties," he said.
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