06/ 03/ 2002

BN expects bigger win in Ketari by-el ection

BENTONG, Tues. - Barisan Nasional is confident of a bigger majority in the
Ketari State by-election despite a tough challenge fromthe Qpposition
Cerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said today.

He said irrespective of whether the fight would be three-cornered, or a
strai ght contest, BN could expect a tough chall enge.

Dr Limsaid the feedback on the ground had been good as the BN had
managed to resol ve many of the people's problens in the last 12 nonths.

He was speaking to reporters after attending the | ate Datuk Loke Koon
Kam s funeral here.

Loke, 59, the assenblyman for Ketari, died on Sunday.

Dr Limsaid since Loke had been ill for the past two years, Gerakan had
set up 10 service centres headed by party secretary-general Chia Kwang
Chye to look into the needs of the Ketari constituents.

He said many problens were brought to the attention of Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Adnan Yaakob, who personally hel ped resol ved t hem

On whet her the 231-majortiy Loke managed agai nst DAP's Choong Siew Onn
in the 1999 general election was cause for concern, Dr Limsaid Gerakan
had done a detailed analysis on this and identified the weaknesses for the
poor majority.

"I amconfident nore voters will respond positively this tine," he said,
addi ng that Gerakan had set up an election comittee to prepare to the by-
el ection.

He said he had spoken to Adnan and feels it is best that he (Adnan)
headed the BN el ection conmttee for the by-election

"The MCA Pahang and Bent ong chairnen have prom sed ne their full support
and | amsure all other BN conponent parties will do the sane," he said.

Dr Limsaid he will be neeting MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu
soon over this.

On whet her CGerakan had shortlisted any candi dates, he said he woul d neet
all divisional conmttee |eaders in the next two days to get their
f eedback.

"W will also consult the voters in the constituency to get an idea of
what ki nd of candidate they actually want," he said.

Following this, he said the Gerakan Central Wrking Conmttee will nake
a decision and | eave the final say to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

The date for the CAWC neeting would be fixed after the Pahang State
Cerakan neeting this Sunday where the |ikely candi dates woul d be
shortli sted.

Foll owi ng the 1999 electoral roll, there are a total 15,759 voters in
Ketari which is under the Bentong Parlianmentary constituency.

Mal ays make up 36.7 per cent, Chinese (56.8 %, Indians (4.5%; and
others (2%.
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