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Par| i anment - Cont r act
BN GOVT ADHERES TO SOCI AL CONTRACT | N CONSTI TUTI ON, SAYS NCOH

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 28 (Bernamm) -- The Barisan Nasional (BN) Government
has steadfastly held to the social contract enshrined in the Federa
Constitution and practi sed power-sharing system the Dewan Rakyat was told
t oday.

As such, there was no truth in clains that it practised raci st
policies, Parlianentary Secretary to the Prime M ni ster's Departnent Datuk
Noh Qmar sai d.

He said the BN, nmade up of conponent parties representing all races in
the country, including mnorities, adopted the consensus approach in
deciding on a policy and the country's adm ni stration

He said every race had its rights and freedomwhi ch were respected by
ot her races, especially in the education field.

"W have consensus. Every race has its rights and freedom Like in the
Chi nese school issue, there is no country |ike Ml aysi a.

"I'n Australia, for instance, there are Chinese but there are no Chi nese
school s, in Singapore, 90 per cent of the popul ati on are Chi nese, but there
are no Chi nese schools, but we have all these in Ml aysi a.

"I'n fact, Chinese schools will exist forever in Ml aysia, we cannot
close them" he said when replying to Tan Kok Wai (DAP-Cheras) during
guestion time.

Noh chided Tan for his racist attitude and only spoke for the Chinese
i nterests and not touching on i ssues affecting other races.

He said policies inplenented by the governnment, especially the New
Econoni ¢ Policy, had brought progress to all races although there were
certain groups which refused to accept thereality of the social contract.

Repl yi ng to Datuk Ruhani e Ahmad (BN Parit Sulong), he said, the Vision
2020 was ai nmed at creating a progressive Ml aysian race consi sting of
various races living in peace and harnony under one power of
admi ni stration.

"W hold to the social contract and we overcone probl ens at the
negoti ation tabl e and not by confrontation,” he said.

Noh's reply on the government sticking to the social contract and DAP
being a racist party drew protest fromseveral DAP MPs.

As soon as Noh finished replying to Ruhani e's question, Kerk Ki mHock
( DAP- Kot a Mel aka) stood up, citing Standing Orders 26 (10) that the reply
was hurtful and tw sted the question.

Noh stood up to deny Kerk's clai mand accused Tan of not under st andi ng
the social contract in the constitution. He Asked the DAP MP to read the
constitution.

Tan, unhappy over Noh's reply, protested and this |l ed to a exchange of
wor ds bet ween t he opposition and backbenchers.

DAP MPs Fong Kui Lun (Bukit Bintang), Chow Kon Yeow ( Tanjung), Chong
Eng (Bukit Mertajam) and Teresa Kok (Seputeh) stood up to give their views
and several backbenchers also stood up to counter.

The situation becanme noisy in the House until Deputy Speaker Dat uk
Muhamad Abdul | ah rem nded themof the Standing Orders and i nstructed them
to sit down.

Earlier, replying to Tan's original question, Noh said the Mal ays new
dil emma as neant by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad was
whet her they woul d conti nue to depend on the government or learn to stand
on their own feet and conpete with others w thout relying on gover nnent



ai d.

Noh sai d sone Mal ays agreed that it was tine they survived without
gover nment assi stance but majority of themrejected the view

He said Mal ays were religious but easily influenced and gave i nportance
toworldly matters than the true teachings of |slam
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