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Mahat hi r - Poverty
BN GOVT DEVELOPMENT POLI CY HAS REDUCED POVERTY RATE

PENDANG, July 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has sai d t he Bari san Nasi onal Government's devel opnent policy has
reduced the poverty rate in the country.

He said at one tinme 80 per cent of the popul ati on was poor but after 44
years of independence this had been reduced to just seven per cent of the
popul ati on.

He said the governnent had never forgotten the poor as it had drawn up
vari ous progranmes to hel p themsuch as the Devel opment Progranme for the
Har dcor e Poor under which houses had been built so that they could live
confortably |ike others.

"The BN policy is to create a bal ance between the poor and the rich,"
he sai d when | aunchi ng t he Kedah | evel Farners, Fishernmen and Livestock
Breeders Day here.

Anong the dignitaries present were Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed
Razak Syed Zain, Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, |nformation
M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaacob, Agriculture M nister Datuk Mhd Effendi
Norwawi and t he Bari san Nasi onal candi date for t he Pendang Parlianmentary
seat Dat uk O hman Abdul .

Dr Mahathir said the fate of the poor was always in the nind of the
Bari san Nasi onal Government whi ch was al ways striving to inprove their lot.
Awar e that many farmers, livestock breeders and fi shernmen were still

poor, the BN Governnent was al ways nmaking efforts to hel p them he said.

"But PAS preferred to see many people remain poor for then it can
incite themand clai mthat the governnent has not done anything for them™
he said.

He said despite the opposition's attenpts to belittle its efforts, the
government woul d continue with such efforts to hel p the poor so that they
woul d not remain in the clutches of poverty.

"Farners have been abl e to undertake doubl e croppi ng of padi through
the government' s irrigation programre and this had i ncreased their i nconme
and made themnore confortable. The Governnent has al so provided themwith
fertilizer subsidy, increased padi prices and nowwe are pl anning fish
rearing i n canals of the Muda Agri cul ture Devel opnent Authority (Mada)," he
sai d.

The Prinme M nister said when the government wanted to i npl enent the
Mada project before, PAS went round claimng it was a mad proj ect which
woul d not be successful.

They questi oned t he wi sdomof doubl e cropping wi thin one year and
ridiculed it by saying that the land would cry as it had no rest and
claimed that the clothes of the farnmers woul d al so not have enough tine to
dry.

"That is the PAS way of ensuring that farners remain poor for if they
remai n poor then they will be angry with the governnent and so will support
PAS, that is the PASaim not to bring progress to the farners," he said.

"I'n the past there were only gravel roads here but all have been tarred
now even up to the doorstep and t he houses have been supplied with
electricity and tel ephone facilities," he said.

Dr Mahathir said if the farners in Kelantan, ruled by PAS, were able to
doubl e crop, it was because of the irrigation project inplenented by the
Bari san Nasi onal Government.

"Since PAS cane to power in Kelantan how nuch padi and rice had cone



fromthe state? There are even no enpl oynent opportunties there."

The Prinme M nister said the successful devel opment projects inthis
country had attracted the interest of foreign | eaders who were eager to
find out howa poor country dependi ng on rubber and tin exports was able to
devel op and be on par with devel oped countri es.

Dr Mahat hir urged PAS supporters to reject the feelings of hatred
t owar ds t he government and Umo, perpetrated by the opposition.

"PAS nmenbers shoul d repent and return to the correct path, return to
the path of Islam reject the feelings of hatred sowed by your | eaders as
your | eaders have strayed far fromthe teachings of Islamfor the purpose
of getting votes," he said.
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