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TAN AND LI M AWARE OF NEED TO OPPOSE MOTI ON, SAYS BN VWHI P

PENANG, Nov 24 (Bernama) -- All Barisan Nasional (BN) state
assenbl ymen, incl udi ng MCA's Tan Cheng Li ang and Li mBoo Chang, had been
rem nded before hand to oppose the two notions by the opposition in the
Penang State Assenbly, BN whip Datuk Dr Hi |l m Yahaya said today.

He said the rem nder was given by Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu
Koon before the two notions were tabl ed by the opposition.

Dr HIm, who is Deputy Chief Mnister, said as such Tan and Li m had
conmi tted a bl atant breach of discipline by abstaining fromvoting on a
noti on tabl ed by Law Heng Ki ang, the DAP nenber for Batu Lanchang, on the
Penang Quter Ring Road (PORR) project.

"Actually, at the pre-council neeting the Chief Mnister had reni nded
all assenblynen to reject both the notions schedul ed to be tabl ed by the
opposition -- the DAP nenber and Abdul Rahman Abdul Kadir (Keadil an-Penanti) on
the decl aration of assets by all el ected representatives," he said.

The nmeeting was held on Nov 9 at the neeting roomon the 28th fl oor of
Konpl eks Tun Abdul Razak (Kontar) here, he told reporters after presenting
Hari Raya aid to 276 | ess fortunate people at a function organi sed by the
Bal i k Pul au Umo Divi si on.

He said both Tan and Li mattended the neeting while four other
backbenchers ski pped the neeting with perm ssion as they had other matters
to attend to.

"The Chief Mnister specifically told all the assenblynen to reject the
two notions," he said, adding that it was normal practice for BN
representatives to act in unisonto reject opposition notions.

The notion, which was tabl ed on Thursday, called for the defernment of
the RML. 02 billion PORR project until after the RW00 nmillion Jel utong
Expressway was conpl et ed.

The notion was rejected after 19 BN nmenbers voted against it.

Dr Hlm said it was i naccurate of state MCA chief Wng Kam Hoong to
say that Tan and Li mhad not been briefed on howto vote on the notion.

However, he adnitted that backbenchers were taken by surprise when
Speaker Dat uk Yahaya Abdul Hami d al |l owed the vote to be taken by nane
followi ng a request by Abdul Rahman.

"W were caught by surprise. Normally, we would vote orally but Abdul
Rahman asked for vote by individual count in accordance with article 114 of
t he House Standing Orders and the Speaker allowed it," he said.

He said it was the first tinme voting had been conducted in such a
manner in the Penang State Assenbly.

Dr Hlm said he had prepared a 10-page report for subm ssion to BN
chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t onorrow.

He said the nove of the two assenbl ynen shoul d be vi ewed seriously and
the appropriate action taken to prevent it frombeconing a trend in the
future.
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