23 JUL 2002
Mahat hi r - BN
BN HAS MANAGED RACI AL DI FFERENCES SUCCESSFULLY- DR M

JOHOR BAHARU, July 23 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad has sai d that the Bari san Nasi onal (BN) has successfully
managed racial differences in Malaysia in its own uni que way and thus the
peopl e do not need an alternative to protect them

The BN Chai rman said the conponent parties in the BN al ways noved
together to devel op the country, thus naking the BN a coalition of
integrity.

"In fact this has been a matter of pride throughout its |ong period
since thetine of the Alliance to the present, the coalition has noved
toget her to bring devel opnent to this country,” he said in his nessage on
the occasion of the Johor BN Conventi on begi nni ng t onorrow.

The BN Convention being held for the first tine at state level will be
attended by 400 del egates conprising 130 fromUmo, 90 fromthe MCA, 70
(MC, 60 (Gerakan) and 50 (PPP). There will al so be observers fromot her
BN conponent parties.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to close the two-day conventi on on Thursday at
t he Johor Baharu City Council | ndoor Stadi umwhile Johor Menteri Besar
Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hman will deliver the openi ng keynot e address at Hot el
Eden Garden tonorrow at 4pm

Dr Mahat hir said through cl ose and solid cooperation within the BN,

di fferences anong the races fromthe aspect of religion and beliefs,
custons and cul ture and | anguage had been successful | y nanaged.

He said the occasional conflicts that arose were eventual ly resol ved
am cabl y.

"The success in managi ng the differences has enabl ed us fromthe
various races to sit at one table, share the prosperity and progress and
t hus the peopl e do not need an alternative to protect them" the Prine
M ni ster said.

Inviting the people to further nurture this close bond of unity in the
interest of the future of the nation, he expressed confidence that the
cl ose cooperation woul d further enhance unity and the overal |l BN strength.

"l believe inthis matter, Johor will be able to continue playingits
role as the bulwark of the BN strength nowand in the future,” he said.

The Prine M nister commended the Johor BN for organi sing the convention
which was inline with the BN effort to further strengthen coll aboration
among t he conponent parti es.

Meanwhi | e, Abdul Ghani who is Johor BN Chairman, in his nessage
expressed t he hope that the convention with the thenme "Bari san Nasi ona
Towar ds Mal aysi an Excel | ence" woul d refl ect the cl ose cooperation and unity
anmong t he BN conponent parties i n chanpi oning the BN struggl e.

"I't wWill inspire us to renmain united and work harder to neet future
chal | enges i ncluding the general el ectioninthe near future," he said.

Nevert hel ess the el ecti on was not the only BN objective as what was
nore distinct was the ability of BN conmponent parties representingthe
various races to sit at one table and plan the adm nistration and
devel opnent of the state and country, he said.

He said the unity preserved through the BN and t he shared successes
si nce i ndependence had el i mi nat ed the forei gn assunption that Ml aysi a
woul d face probl ens managi ng a mul tiracial country.

The Menteri Besar thanked past and present BN | eaders for laying a
strong foundation of unity and the peopl e especially those in Johor for



pl aci ng their confidence in the BN

The Johor BN swept all 20 Parlianent and the 40 state assenbly seats in
the | ast general election on Nov 29, 1999.
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