11 DEC 2002
Mahat hi r - BN
BN HAS THE PONER TO DECI DE WHO CAN BE MEMBERS- PM

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 11 (Bernama) -- The Prinme M nister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today if any component political party is not
prepared to abide by the Barisan Nasional stand then it neans it no | onger
uphol ds the system of cooperation in the BN

Dr Mahathir, who is the BN Chairman, said the BN had the power to
determ ne which party could be its nmenbers.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to coment on the statenent by MCA
President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik yesterday that the BN coul d not
directly inpose any disciplinary action on individual nmenbers of conponent
parties.

"Yes that is true. However the BN has the power to determ ne which
party can be a menber of the Barisan Nasional," he told reporters after
| aunching the book "In the Tine of the Mshm sh: A Painting in Twenty
Parts" by Alijah Gordon here.

Dr Ling was reported to have said that based on the BN Constitution,
participation in the BN was based on parties and not individuals and hence
it was the responsibility of the conponent party to take disciplinary
action against its errant nenbers.

The MCA is faced with the problemof dealing with two of its nenbers
who decided to abstain froma vote on a DAP notion tabled in the Penang
State Assenbly on Nov 21.

The two are Li mBoo Chang (Dat uk Keramat) and Tan Cheng Liang (Jawi ).

On another matter, Dr Mahathir said the Mal aysi an Gover nnent was ready
to cooperate with I ndonesian Police who wanted to trace the source of funds
channell ed to the Jenmah Islamah (JI) for the bonmbing of Bali on Oct 12.

News reports today said that RML14, 000 (US$30,000) used in the funding
of the bonbers canme fromJl funds channelled to a Ml aysi an.

"W are ready to cooperate with Indonesian Police if they have the
evidence to this effect,” Dr Mahathir said.
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