22 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r- BN ( Reacti on)
BN LEADERS RELI EVED OVER DR M S DECI SI ON TO STAY ON

KUALA LUMPUR, June 22 (Bernamm) -- Barisan Nasional |eaders today
expressed relief over Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s
decision to stay onin his party posts including that of Barisan Nasional
Chai r man.

Dr Mahat hir announced that he was resigning fromall party posts at the
end of his wi nding up speech at the Umo CGeneral Assenbly here today
sendi ng shockwaves across the whol e nati on.

After pleadings fromUmo Supreme Council nenbers includi ng Deputy
Presi dent Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi and unani mous approval of a
notion by the Assenbly del egates calling on himto withdraw his
resi gnation, Dr Mahathir decided to stay on.

Dr Mahathir's deci si on was announced to the Umo General Assenbly by
Abdul | ah.

MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik expressing relief over Dr
Mahat hir's decision to stay on, said his | eadership was still very much
needed for many nore years.

"Thank God. Thank God, |'msure the whole country is relieved now," he
tol d Ber nanm.

MCA Deputy President Datuk Li mAh Lek said that God had answered his
prayers that Dr Mahathir woul d reconsi der his decision to step down.

He said initially when he heard t he announcenment he prayed that Dr

Mahat hi r woul d reconsider it as the country and the government still needed
hi s | eadershi p.
"The country and governnent still very much need himas he is a man of

dynami smand is respected by all races in the country and the whole world,"
he said when contact ed.

LimAh Lek said it would be very hard to replace Dr Mahathir and Umo's
reaction and that of the people to his earlier announcenent to resign
showed that they very much wanted himto stay on.

MCA Vi ce President Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting in an i rmedi ate reaction said
Dr Mahat hir had done so nuch for the country and his | eadership was still
very much needed.

"I would like to thank himfor reconsidering his earlier decision and
what the BN needs to do nowis to unite under his | eadership,” he said.

Anot her MCA Vi ce President Datuk Chua Jui Meng al so uttered relief that
the Prime M nister after nmuch persuasion had agreed to withdraw his
resignation.

"We consider hima fatherly figure not just for Umo but the whole
country and he still has so nuch nore to contribute," he said.

Meanwhi |l e, M C Presi dent Datuk Seri S.Sany Vel lu wel coned Dr Mahathir's
deci sion to stay on as Umo president and BN chai r man.

"W will give himthe full backing to bring the nation forward," he
sai d.

Ger akan President Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yaik said the party hoped Dr
Mahat hi r woul d carry on | eadi ng the country, Umo and BN for a long time.

"The country needs him W need himas a | eader of the BN as well as
the country," he said.

He said the Gerakan would give Dr Mahathir its fullest support.

Dr Limsaid nost inportantly the peopl e shoul d anal yse Dr Mahathir's
presidential speech at the Umo CGeneral Assenbly when he called on the
Mal ays to change their mndset and be ever ready to accept changes.



"Cerakan takes very seriously what he had said, whether it was ai med at
t he Mal ay conmunity or the whole country it does not matter."

"We need to change to face the challenges in the new gl obal order. W
must change our mindset to fit ourselves into better positions,” he added.

Expressing his relief that Dr Mahat hir had retracted his decision, Dr
Li msai d the whol e nati on shoul d now settle down quickly and do what needed
to be done in order to be a nore respectabl e and prosperous nation.

Meanwhi | e, Sabah Chi ef M nister Datuk Chong Kah Ki at has descri bed
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad' s deci sion to remai n as Umo presi dent and
wi thdraw his resignation fromhis party posts as a great relief to all
Mal aysi ans.

Chong, who i s Sabah Bari san Nasi onal Chairman, said the nation very
much needed the Prime M nister's | eadership.

"It isarelief to all Ml aysians that he retracted his decision...the
nati on needs him" he said.

Asked whet her Dr Mahat hir has stated how | ong nore he was prepared to
| ead Umo, Aziz said, "No. God willing, this will not happen agai n and what
is inmportant is that we have conveyed t he appeal by the people to him

After an adjournnent of about 45 minutes, Abdullah re-entered the hall
and t he permanent chairman requested hi mto nake t he announcenent.

"I have conveyed to Dr Mahathir that what the peopl e and t he del egat es
want is to give their 100 per cent support and appeal for himto withdraw
hi s deci si on.

"The Prime M nister agreed that | nake the announcenent that he will
continue to | ead us," he said.

He said that the Prine Mnister wished to remain with his famly at
that tine.

The general assenbly ended with Sul ai man' s announcenent after the short
speech by Abdul | ah.
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